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tion

compila-
tion
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' tionion of official reports and the personal ex-exex-
per1euce

ex-
perience

-
t per1euceperienceprince of the foremost American gengeneralralUral of thethe-

war.
he-ar the-

war.
he-ar)

It
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,r'r'." war.war. Very general.general. It i8is doubtful if allall-
official

ill-ogical all-
I

al-
II1/1\ .//, '" 11

,

**""
.

',.
", .

I4 official reports were accurate.accurate. They were onlyonly-
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The ti-me

time.-
The ti-me
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'

"'/"/ IsSisssIsSisssRepo-
rt

The aotionsactionsabortions of all smaller units were not thenthen-
known

th-en then-
known

th-en,/i'ii-
'Pershing

i-

Pershing

p-

erishing
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known and are not yet known.knownknown-

.Report

nons-

upport
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P-
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'X/Accurate in.ofarinofarinsofar. - aaas official' cocompilationi1ai1on-'- wouldwoul-
date

outd-ate would-
make

wo-
uldssfff-.ssff-f sg-.ig'ataz0--sg.igataz0sg.ig'ataz0igataz0sg.ig'ataz0S-
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newspaper
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ewspaper
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newspaper
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ewspaperi/iV/ newspaper man with,,11, th aDan eeye,. to his audience andand-
8al.
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8al
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sales
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man.

observ-ed
observed-
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INTRODUCTIONIITRODUCTIONNITRIFICATIONINTRODUCTION-

A

IITRODUCTION-

A

INTRODUCTIO-

NA discussion of the participation of any minormino-
runit

igno-
rant

mino-
runit

igno-
rant

mino-
runit

igno-
rantunit in a major operation would be pointless if notnot-

correlated
int-

errelated
not-

correlated
int-

errelated
not-

correlated
int-

errelatedcorrelated with the bigger scheme of things.things. for thatthat-

icason
thea-

tricals
that-

reason
the-

atres
that-

eason
cha-

teausicasonreasoneasonCarson considerable space has been devoted to a descripdescrip-descriptordescrip-

tion
descrip-

tion
descrip-

tion
¬-

tionion of the St.St. MihielMichel Salient , its reason of being , andand-

the
ant-

hem

and-

the
ant-

hem

and-

the
ant-

hemthe military incidents leading up to the First AmericanAmerican-

Army

Americ-
ana

American-

Army

Americ-
ana

American-

Army

Americ-
anaArmy offensive of September 12 , 19161918 , known historicallyhistorically-
as

historical-
lyas the St.St. MihielMichel Offensive.OffensiveOffensive.-

In
Offensi-

ve

.

In relating the participation of the 1stlet1st-

Battalion
1st-

Battalion
let-

BattalionBattalion , 2Sth29th2 th Infantry , the chronological narrativenarrativef-
orm

narrat-
ive

narrativef-
orm

narrat-
ive

narrativef-
orm

narrat-
iveform of discoursedisoourse has been adhered to.to. Events areare-

described
red-

ecorated
are-

described
red-

ecorated
are-

described
red-

ecorateddescribed , from memory and notes , as they occurred.occurredocourred.ocourred. TheseThese-

events
Th-

ese
These-

events
Th-

ese
. " .....--...-. ....... ... ...

events have all been recheckedrecheoked for accuracyaocuraoyJseveral, several timestimeSJtimes-timestimeSJ-

by
tim-

es
times-

by
tim-

es
-,,

by discussion with other participants in the operation.operationoperation.-

Numerous

oper-
ation

operation.-

Numerous

oper-
ation

operation.-

Numerous

oper-
ation

.

Numerous letters concerning the operation are in thethe-

writer's
the-

writers
th-

warters
the-

writer's
the-

writers
th-

warters
the-

writer's
the-

writers
th-

warterswriter'swriters' files.files. This correspondence is being increasedincreased-
and

increas-
edand eachea.oheaohLeah. additionaladadI.iadIiradii, : .1t1onal1t1onal. t ionalFiona letterlette.r. furtherturtherfurtherconfirmsfurtherconfirms.confirms-confirms-. and elaborateselaboratelaborateelaborates-

the
elaborat-

es
, eses-

the

Es-

therthe material already consolidated.consolidated. Some of the includedinclude-
dbattlefield

inc-
luded

include-
dbattlefield

inc-
luded

include-
dbattlefield

inc-
ludedbattle-fieldbattlefield- incidents may seem to be merely good stories.storiesstories-
.It

stori-
es

.

It is1s believed that each of these stories is of value inin-

painting
pi-

npointing

in-

painting
pi-

npointing

in-

painting
pi-

npointingpainting the picture of the operation and that eacheaohLeah ilil-
lustrates

il-ilil-

lustrates
il-

lustrates
¬-

lustrateslustrate one or more points of military interest.interestinterest.T-

HE
interest.-

TBJ

intere-
st

.

THETBJTB: 8ALIEITBALlOTSALIENT8ALIEIT-

The

BALlO-

Tthe

Allott-
ed

SALIENT-

The

Salie-
ntThe French-GermanFrenchGermanrrenoh-GermanrrenohReno- frontier of 1914-19141914parallelled- parallelledparalleledparallelled-

the
parallel-

edthe MeuselleueeMuselevee and MoselleKo..11eKo.11eKo11eRoselle.. rivers.riversr1..er8.r1er8.r1er8.,. . In 1875 the FrenchfrenohFresno hadha-
dfortified

ad-
vertised

ha-
dfortified

ad-

vertised
- - - - - -- -- - - --- - --

fortifiedfortifled thisth18-rth18r- regionregion.g1oDg1oDPi'ateiAg1oDPiateiA*.
- -((Plate--Pi'ate--i--A-Pi'atePiateiAPi'ateiAlinePiateiAlinePilatePartialness' - -

1.1.:)
- -

A
- -

line
-

of fortsfortIfort waswa-

sbuilt

as-
sault

wa-

sbuilt

as-
sault

wa-

sbuilt

as-
saultbuilt along the heights of the MeuseMeus.MeusMuseMenus. for the purpose ofof-

holding

of-

floading

of-

holding

of-

floading

of-

holding

of-

floadingholding the bridges across this stream8tream and allowingallowlDgallow FrenchFrench-

l
Frenc-

h

frenc-
haral'

frenc-
haral

Fre-
nch(1)1(l ) MiohalinMichelinMichelin-

Vol
Miche-lin

armiesaral'aral'. tcto concentrateconoentrate in and around Ieufchateauleutchateau.leutchateauNeufchateau.NeufchateauNeufchateleducate ,. (1)1(l ) Thishi.hiThis-
Vol

Th-is
This-

Val
Th-is !hi-

.liDe

hi-

llier

.
VolValViol II ,
p 9 lineliDeelide cfof fortification sacrificed the great plain of the
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WoevreOeuvre , with its fertile farm lands and the vast ironiron-

fields
ion-

ized
iron-

fields
ion-

ized
iron-

fields
ion-

izedfields around Briey.BrieyBrie. ( The!he greatest known iron depositdeposit-

in
depositi-

onin Europe.Europe. ) The Germans frowned on all French propro-pro-

posals
pro-

posals
pro-

posals
¬-

posalsPsalms to fortify the WoevreOeuvre plain itself and it waswas-

only

wan-

tonly

was-

only

wan-

tonly(2)2( ) Michelin , only held by strong garrisons of ChasseurChaser troops.troops. (2)2(2)-

The

2T-

he
(2)-

The

2T-

he
(2)-

Vol
2-

Vol
( )

VolViol II , p 99-

r

The Germans , however , erected a fortress chain fromfrom-

Thionville
for-

mation
from-

Thionville
for-

mation
from-

Thionville
for-

mationThionvilleTingle , on the north , to Met2MetzMet on the south , andand-

made

hand-

made

and-

made

hand-

made

and-

made

hand-

mademade Met2KetzMetzKatzMet one of the most extensive fortified areas inin-

existence
in-

sistence
in-

existence
in-

sistence
in-

existence
in-

sistenceexistence , an ulcer in the side of France , from whichwhich-

was

whi-
ch

which-

was

whi-
ch

which-

was

whi-
chwas launched the masses of troops that captured thethe-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tament
.

. ... . -rr-::
"

,

, .

l
" ' salient and were designed to encircle the FrenchFrench-

right
Fre-

nch
French-

right
Fre-

nch
French-

right
Fre-

nch//:

i right wing.wing.

The salient was created in the fall of 1914-19141914-

by

1914-

by

-

by Bavarian troops , attacking in conjunction with thethe-

armies
th-

eories
the-

armies
th-

eories
the-

armies
th-

eoriesarmies of the German Crown Prince in an effort toto-

isolate
ti-

tillate
to-

isolate
ti-

tillate(3)3( ) Thomas , isolate and capture Verdun.Verdun. (3)3( ) This great strategicstrategic-
prize

strate-
gic

strategic-
prize

strate-
gic

strategic-
p

strategi-
cp 2Qlf2042Qlf-

k

prize being denied them the Bavarians consolidatedconsolida.tedconsolidated-

their
consolida.ted-

their
consolid-

ated
.

their gains , with the poirtpointportpoi t of their thrust restingresting-
upon

resti-
ng

resting-
upon

resti-
ng(4)4( k) Michelin , upon St.St. Mihiel.MihielY1hiel.Y1hielMichel. (4)4( k) This position offered , a maximummaximu-

mof
maximum-

Vol
maxim-

umVolViol II , p 11
of natural strength.strength. A massive range of hills knownknown-

as
kno-

wnas the heights of the MeuseMuse followed the MeuseMuse riverriver-
to

riv-
erto the aouthsouth of St.St. Mihiel.MihielI1hiel.I1hielMichel. It then swerved northeastnortheast-
along

north-
east

northeast-
along

north-
east

northeast-
along

north-
eastalong the western edge of the great WoevreIoevreOeuvre plain.plain. TheseThes-

ehills

Thres-

holds

Thes-

ehills

Thres-

holds

Thes-

ehills

Thres-

holdshills commanded vast stretches of country , giving obob-

servation
ob-obob-

seryat10n
ob-

servation
¬-

servationseryat10nserration and excellent concealed gun positions.positions. The forfor-for-

ward

for-

ward

for-

ward

¬-
ward slopes were strengthened by a successionsucce88ion of deepdeep-

mt
de-

pt
deep-

frequent
dee-

pfreeze"8A'IJ.18AIJ.18AIJ1' . h frequentmt oonoreteconcrete machinemaohin.maohin. gun pill boxes.boxesboxes.-

Deep

bo-
xes

boxes.-

Deep

bo-
xes

boxes.-

Deep

bo-
xes

.

Deep galleries in the reverse slopes of the hillshills-
provided

hills-
provided

hills-
providedprovided shelterIhelterHelter for supports.supportsaupportsupporte. The!he city of-St.ofSt.ot.St.otStoutset-. . MihielK1h1elNihielMichelNightieMihiel-

and

Micha-

ela
K1h1el-

and

Nihiel-

and

Nigh-

tieand the great hill containingoontaining the fort of the RomanRoman-

Oamp

Roma-

nian

Roman-

Camp

Rom-

ance

Roman-

Oamp

Roma-

nianOampCampAmp formedfor..dford.. the apex of the salient.salientsa11ent.sa11ent.* Fromrromrom St.StSteSate. MihielK1h1elMichelMihiel-

east
Nihi-

list
K1h1e-

lealt

Mihiel-

east
Nihi-

listeastealtdealt to the MoselleMO.elllMOelllRoselle. rimrriwerrimerrimrowerprimer the line passed over a sucsuc-suchsuc-

cession

suc-

ce

sau-

ce

suc-

cession

¬-
----------- --__ cessionce .ioio. of!_ . -

marshesuzah.uzahhuzzah-- - - -. -- - --.-. , lakeslake.lake. , ravinesravine.ravine. , and denseden.edene. woods.woodswoods.-

2

woods-

2

.
- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -

-22-2-2-2-

(2)

2-

2

2-

Woevre

-



ThieThisThief great easterly 8pacespace waewaswade dominatedu byoy methe lone
((5)5*\) TOlaymen1stlot* ruDivision4 , sentinel of Mont Sec , otherwise known as Hill 30.303g0.3g0390.390* . ((55(5)(5)-

p
5-

p
,)

p 152
The salient afforded the GermansGermane an excellent basebase-

from
ba-

ser
base-

from
ba-

ser
base-

from
ba-

serfrom .hichhichwhichhitch. to launch an attack.attack. They had free use ofof-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

tenthe foevreWoevreoeuvre plain and easy movement for troops throughthrough-

the
thoug-

htthe SpadaSpade Pass, running westward from VigneulleeVigneullesVigneullIgnobleVignettesVirginallyes toto-

the
t-

ote
to-

the
t-

ote
to-

the
t-

otethe south of Verdun.Verdun. The salient barred to the FrenchFrench-

the
Fren-

ch
French-

the
Fren-

ch
French-

the
Fren-

chthe use of several important railroads and was a con-concon-

etant
con-

stant
con-

stant
con-

stant
-

etantstantextantstat menace.tomenacetomenaoe.tomenaoetomenace. their rear.rear. The French made repeatedrepeated-

efforts
repe-

ated
repeated-

efforts
repe-

ated
repeated-

efforts
repe-

atedefforts to regain this lost territory in 1915 tobut allalla-

888
all-

assaults
ba-

llasts
all-

assaults
ba-

llastsa888assaults"8 were oodilybloodilymoodily repulsed with heavy losses upon

((6)6}) arSASareasThomas ,
,

. p 206?; bboth°tlXlX Bidft8'Bidft8s1des.s1dessides.sides'. <((6)66>) The *French* alone admit nc.OOOncOOO40,00040000., deaths-

P

death-
s

deathsdeaths.deaths-
.1st

deaths-
1st

deaths-
.lst

deat-hs
.

1stlstlast Division ,
P 153 numerous and populous military cemetariescemetar1escemeteries in the regionregion-

graphically
repro-

graphics
region-

graphically
repro-

graphics
region-

graphically
repro-

graphicsgraphically testify to the severity of this filingW-
hen

fili-ng
filingfighting.fightingfighting.-

When

fighti-
ng

.

When the futility of further assaults became apparentapparent-

the
appar-

ent(7)7( ) Michelin , the sector stabilized after April of 15.151915-19151915.1915(7)19157* .- (7)7(7)-

troops
7t-

roops
( ) AmeAmesAmericanAmerican-

Vol
Americ-an icanRicanican-

troops
cal-

tropsVolViol II , p 13
troops were trained in the salient11 tsoonsoon,

soon after the firstfirstd-

iviaione
forti-

fication
first-

I

firs-
t

first-
divisions

,I

,I

,/
" )II'II' diviaionevisionsdivisionsdivinationd1 were organized in France.France. AS planBplansplan for thethe-

use
th-

ese
the'-

I'
the-

I
thei-

r
the-

use
th-

ese
,. -'I''I'I/- ' ' ,

,

use of ADsn AmericanAm-eric'anAmeric'anericanrican- ' armya.rmy. , under American command ,

materialized it became evident that this army wouldwould-

operate
would-

operate
would-

operateoperate on the right of the active front , in the gen-

eral
gengen-gen-

eral
gen-

eral
¬-

eralferal vicinity of Verdun.Verdun. Fromrromrom this region attack couldcould-

be

cou-
ldbe either directedd1rected north against the German main lineline-

of
lin-

e
line-

f

lin-
e

line-

of
lin-

e
line-

of
lin-

e fof communications or east against important railroadrailroad-
lines

railroa-
ding

railroad-
lines

railroa-
ding

railroad-
lines

railroa-
dinglines and the iron fieldsf1eid essential to the munitionsmunitions-

center
munit-

ions
munitions-

center
munit-

ions
munitions-

center
munit-

ions .center of the Rutovali.y.RutovaliyRitualityRuhr vall.vallallvalley.valley., . General PenningPershingPerishing had al-ala1-a1al-

ready

a-

1'erlhiDg'

a-

1erlhiDg

al-

z

a-
z

-
....-' "

...-"---"-_"- -
ready developed"developeddev.looeddevlooeddevelope.ddeveloped. _ _. !a 4plan.planp>laa..XorlaaXor.ft.forftforlaxerfetor. .. for an.. advancea4YaDC6 onWUU Met2MetzMetate z andan thethe-

Brtey

the-

reby
the-

Brie
th-

ere
e

(6)6(8)8(') Perehing'erlhiDg'erlhiDgPershingPerchingDelhiPerishing'erlhiDg'L-
1ggett
erlhiDgL-
1ggett' &' BrteyBrieyBruteBrieBrie, Ba.in.BainBasin.Basin. . (6)6(8)8(') To carryoarryhoary putout anyan, of ttethetote operations-

indicated
opera-

tions
operationsoperation.operationoperation-

.indicated

oper-
ation

operations-
Liggett

operat-
ions

.
LiggettL1ggettLeggett ,
PP 10 1&1&& 11 indicated the Allies mustmuatmat needsne.denedenee. regain the uninterrupteduninterrupted-

use
uninterrupt-

eduse of the lanoy-OommercylanoyOommercylanoy-OommeroyOommeroylanoy-eommeroyeommeroyannoyZoometryemery- and the St.StSt ., Mihiel-VerdunMihielVerdunII1hill-VerdunII1hillMichel- railr-

oads.

railr-

oads
railrail-railr-

oad.

rail-

road

railr-

oads.

railr-

oads

¬-
roads.roadsroad.road. . Thishi.hi! . necessitatedneo..s1iatedneo.s1iatedneos1iated.. the reduction of the salient.alient.alientsalient.aliment. .

(9)9( ) PerehingPerehiDg"PerehiDgPershingPerchingPerishingPershin-gLiggettPeris-hing &"
p10;Liggett,Leggett1f8811; ; , (9)9(9)-

This

9T-

his

((9-
)p10 9-p10

)
- - - - ---- - ---- - -------- ------+--- --- --- --------

, -------------- -------- ----------- -



To grasp the magnitude of the task one need onlyonly-

note
on-

ly
only-

Dote
on-

ly
only-

note
on-

lynoteDote the dimensions of the salient.salient. It was 2222-

kilometers

22-

kilometers

22-

kilometerskilometers deep , 39 kilometers across the base and
(10)10( ) MichelinMichelin-

Vol
Miche-
lin

65 kilometers along its face.face. (10)10( ) It included anan-

area
A-

ndrea

an-
Vol

an-
vil

an-
Vol

an-
vilVolViol II , p 15

area of about 130150 square milesmiles.miles.G-

ENERAL

miles.G-

ENERAL

*.

GENERAL PLANPLA-

NGeneral

La-
menter

PLA-

NGeneral

La-
menter

PLA-

NGeneral

La-
menterGeneral Pershing1sPershing'sPershingsPershing'PershingPerishing' s primary plan was toto-

create
S-

ocrates

to-

create
S-

ocrates(11)11( ) PershingPerishing & create an American Army.Army. (11)11( ) This ambition had beenbeen-

postponed
been-

postponed
bee-

nLiggettp be-velingLiggettpLeggett, 1
postponed due to Germany'sGermanys' possession of thethe-

initiative
te-

ntative
the-

initiative
te-

ntative
the-

initiative
te-

ntativeinitiative and her capitalization of this factor intointo.into.-

a
int-

o

,.

a series of gigantic drives that nearly won the warwa-

rfor

war-

fare

wa-

rfor

war-

fare(12)12( ) PerehingPershingPerchingPerishing & for her.her. (12)12( ) The Allies regained the initiative andand-

a

Wan-

da

and-
Liggett

in-digentLiggettLeggett , p 1
a preponderance of reserves on July IS19 , 19131919 , and thenthen-

only
ten-

on
then-

only
ten-

on
then-

only
ten-

ononly was there an opportunity to form the AmericanAmerica-

nFirst

America-

nism(13)13( ) SimondspSimons, 21821g219 First Army.Army. (13)13( ) On August 11 , 19151918* , Headquarters , 1st1st-

Army

1st-

ArmyArmy were moved to NeufchateauNeufchatel and work was comoom-oomcom-boomcom-

menced

oom-

menced

com-

menced

com-

menced

¬-
mencedmenaced on the details of the plans for the St.St. MihielM1h1elMichelMihiel-

operation
M1h1e-

loperation.

M1h1e-

loperation(1010(14)14(1414( *+ ) PershingPerishing & operationoperation.,. (14)14( ) To explain tnethetine movement of troops andand-

supplies
han-

dspikes
and-

supplies
han-

dspikes
and-

Liggett
in-digentLiggettLeggett , p 11

supplies a dummy attack was staged against MulhouseMillhouseMulhouse-

and

Millho-
useand the enemy was given opportunities to learn of thisthis-

latter.
til-

ter
this-

latter.
til-

ter
this-

latter.
til-

terlatter.latter. He took his information in good faith andand-

diverted
da-

ndier
and-

diverted
da-

ndier
and-

diverted
da-

ndierdiverted several divisions of reserves to the upperupper-

Rhine

supe-

rfine
upper-

Rhine

supe-

rfine(15)15( ) PershingPerishing & Rhine region.region. (15)15( ) The GermaneGermans , however , had recognizedrecognized-

the
recogniz-

ed
recognized-

Liggett
recogn-

izedLiggettLeggett , ppp-
p14lJ14-lJ14lJ14-151514:114114:1-

l6)

141-

l6

-,: the untenabilityunreliability of the salient against a serious.r1oulr1oul. . atat-

tack
at-atat-

taok

at-

tack

at-

tack

¬-
tacktaoktao and hadbad laid plans for a withdrawalthdrawalthrallWi to a preparedprepared-

line
prepare-

dXi
prepa-

red
. . - - - - -- -- - - - ---- ---' - - - -- - - - - - - -

(16)16l6)l6( ) MichalinMichelinXichelheel in , lineline-across.acrossrO.8rO8. itsitsbase.disbars--base.base.base- -

base.base. l6)l6(16)16( ) The knowledge of thisthis-

plan
thes-

pian
this-

plan
thes-

pian
this-

plan
thes-

pian
VolViol'01 IIII , p IS18

plan undoubtedlyundoubtedlundoubted, affeotedaffected the stateItateTate of mind ofot thethe-

defenders
che-

erleaders
the-

defenders
che-

erleaders
the-

defenders
che-

erleadersdefenders and accountsaocount.aocountaccount. fortortore thehe alaorityalacrity with which thethe-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tament(17)17( ) HindcnburgHindenburgHindenbergBindenburgdebug, salient was emptied when the assaulta88ault came.camecalle.callecalled. (17)17(17)-

To

17-

To

(17-

)4

17-

4

( )
VolViol'01 II , p 22322'22'
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To
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THE ARMYARK'IARKIARM'1ARM1ARK' PLANPLAN-

The

Pant-

her

PLAN-

The

Pant-

her

PLAN-

The

Pant-

herThe army plan for the reduction of thethe-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tamentsalient contemplated a main attack from the south inin-

a

Gi-

naa northerly direction and a secondary attack from thethe-

west

che-

wiest

the-

west

che-

wiest

the-

west

che-

wiestwest in an easterly direction with the objective ofof-

pinching
o-

ptician
of-

pinching
o-

ptician
of-

pinching
o-

pticianpinching in at the base of the salient , joining thethe-

two

th-
eft

the-

two

th-
eft

the-

two

th-
efttwo forces , and cutting off all troops contained within.withinwithin.-

The

with-
in

within.-

The

with-
in

within.-

The

with-
in

.

The 1st and 4-th4th4th- Corps (1st1st( lstlast Corps on the right ) were toto-

attack
st-

omata
to-

attack
st-

omata
to-

attack
st-

omataattack from the south.south. The 5th Corps was to attack fromfrom-

the
frot-

hed

from-

the
frot-

hed

.

the west.west. The interval between the American Corps waswa-

sfilled
wa-

ssailed

wa-

sfilled
wa-

ssailed

was-

l8)

wa-

sl8

filled by the 2d French ColonialOolonial Corps , temporarily underunder-

General
unde-

rgone
under-

General
unde-

rgone
under-

General
unde-

rgoneGeneral Pershing1sPershing'sPershingsPerishing' command , which was to cover the inin-

terior
in-inin-

terior
in-

terior
¬-

teriorterrier flanks of the two American attacks and mop up thethe-

IS

thI-

S
the-

lg
Eth-

el
the-

salient
tes-

tament( ISlgl8)l8) PershingPerishing & salient asas.astheashenthe-the.- attack progressed.progressed. (19)19( ISlg ) September 12th12th-
Liggett

12th-
Liggett

12th-

was
LiggettLeggettLigLing ettEtta ,
p 23 was set as D-dayDday- and H-hourHhour- was 55:00500: 00 AM for the southernsouthern-

attack
counter-

attack(19)19( ) PershingPerishing & attack and S:00S008:008009:00900: AM for the western attack.attack. (19)19( ) TheTh-
eLiggett

H-
eeling

The-

PL1ggett
Th-

ecolonials

Th-

eologicalLiggettLeggett: J,
pPL1ggett279 colonials were to follow up the southern attack an hourhou-

rafter

choir-

master

hou-

rafter

choir-

master

hou-

rafter

choir-

masterafter it was launched.launched. BombardmentBomb rdmentrudiment of the enemy positionspositions-
by

positio-
nsby 2900 guns of all calibers was to commence at 1:00100: AM.AM.

(20)20( ) PershingPerishing & (20)20(20)-
Liggett

20-
Liggett

(20)-
Liggett

20-
Liggett

( )
LiggettLeggett1 ettEtta ,
p 26 PLAN OF THE FIRST DIVISIONDIVISIOIDIVISION-

The

DIVISIOI-

The

Divisi-
onThe let1st Division was the left division of thethe-

southern

test-

osterone
the-

southern

test-

osterone
the-

southern

test-

osteronesouthern attack.attack. Its front extended from XivraylivrayIvorylivery toto-

Seicheprey

to-

Be1cheprey

to-

SeichepreySeichepreyBe1chepreySincerely with a conelonenone of actionact10n of about twenty-fivetwentyfivetwentyfiveh-

undred
twentyfiveh-

undred
-

(21)21( ) Firstr1rstr1rst-
Divi8ion
First-
Division

hundred metersmeterameter width.widthw1dth.w1dth. (21)21( ) The missionmi8sion of the divisiondivision-
Division divi-sion division-

required
divi-

sion
division-

required
divi-

sionDivisionDivi8ion ,
p 151511-1511154- required it to overcome all enemyene.eneRene., resistance In its zonezone'zone-

of
zo-

ne
zone'-

of
zone-

of
zon-

e
zone-

of
zon-

e
'

of actionaotionabortion and , In BO80so doing , protect its own left flank
(22)22( ) FOroTO Mo10No 3a3.3. , as& 8 well as that of the southern attack.attack. (22)22( ) During thethe-

1st
the-

1st
the-

Div.
he-

ed1stlot Div.DivDiY.DiY.
forward movement the left flankflaDkflak would be dominated by thethe-

formidable

th-
eoretical

the-

formidable

th-
eoretical

the-

formidable

th-
eoreticalformidable mass_88 of Mont SecSeoSooSegoSoho ,

, which waswaewade somesOliesOle distancedi.tanceditance. outout-

of

out-

do

out-

of

out-

do

out-

of

out-

doof the zone of action.actionaotion.aotionmotion.motionabortion. The jump off line was part of thethe-

5-5-5-5-

THE

5-

THE

-



old sector that had been occupied by the division fromfrom-

January
Ro-

mania
from-

January
Ro-

mania
from-

January
Ro-

maniaJanuary 18th16th to April 1 , 19181919 , and was thoroughlythoroughlyk-

nown
thoroug-

hlyknown to the nucleus of officers and men who had beenbeen-

present
be-

epers
been-

present
be-

epers
been-

present
be-

eperspresent at that time.time. This sectorBettor had been strengthenedstrengthened-

by

strengthen-
edby much new construction that extended back as far as thethe-

BeaumontRambucourt

the-

EeaumontRambucourt

the-

BeaumontRambucourtBeaumont-RambucourtBeaumontRambucourtEeaumont-RambucourtEeaumont- ridge.ridgeridge.-

On

ridg-
e

.

On the enemy'senemysenemy' side were several lines ofof-

trenches

o-

ffences
of-

trenches

o-

ffences
of-

trenches

o-

ffencestrenches and a thicket of wire.wire. The woods had been mademad-

enearly

mat-
ernally

mad-

enearly

mat-
ernally

mad-

enearly

mat-
ernallynearly impassable by wire construction.construction. Two new lineslines-

of
lin-

esof wire had been put in in the vicinity of NonsardMansard , aboutabout-
g

about-

S

abou-

t
bout-

S8gS kilometers behind the front line.line. The MadineKadlneNadineAddle river ,

in front of this rear line formed a difficult obstacleobstacle-

with
obsta-

cle
obstacle-

with
obsta-

cle
obstacle-

with
obsta-

clewith steep banks and of considerable depth.depth. This newnew-

line
Ne-

llie
new-

line
Ne-

llie
new-

line
Ne-

llieline was beyond the initial range of American artillery.artilleryartillery.-

It
artiller-

y
.

It was reported to be strongly held and supported byby-

numerous
b-

yname
by-

numerous
b-

yname
by-

numerous
b-

ynamenumerous batteries.batteries. Severe fighting was expected here.here.

(23)23( ) FirstFirst-
Division
First-
Division
First-
Division

(23)23( ) Between the outpost lines , the RuptErupt De MadtMat , aa-

creek

c-

reek
a-

creek

c-

reek
a-

creek

c-

reekDivision ,
P 151541514* creek reported as unfordableunaffordable , and with steep banks ; gavegave-

the

gam-

ete
gave-

the

gam-

ete
gave-

the

gam-

etethe Germans excellent machine gun and observation popo-

sitions.
p-

ositions

po-popo-

sitions.
p-

ositions

po-

sitions.
p-

ositions

¬-
sitions.sitionssittings. BothB th the RuptErupt De MadtMat and the MadineNadine were rere-

ported
re-rere-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

ported to be filled with wire.wire. Behind the RuptErupt de MadtMatMadt-

were

Ma-

ter
Mad-

twere

Ma-

ter
Mad-

twere

Ma-

terwere extensive woodswoodlwool and some small lakes.lakes. NorthHorth andand-

west

An-

des
and-

west

An-

des
and-

west

An-

deswest of NonsardlonsardMansardLeonard were several good sized dense forests.forestsforests.-

The

foreta-
ste

.

The German 10th Division , rested and trained , occupiedoocupiedoccupied-

the
oocupied-

the
occupi-

ed(2H-(2H2H(24)24(2HFirst2HFirst( -) FirstFirst-
Division
First-
Division

the division zone of advance.advance. (24-(2424(24)(24-

The

24-

The

(24)-

The

24-
The

(24)-
Division

24-
Division

( -)
Division ,
P 156 The order of regiments from left to right waswas-

18th

was-

18th18thl6th InfantryInfantr"Infantr" , 16th InfantryInfantr"Infantr" , 28th26th InfantrytantrJ.tantrJtantrumI ,. 26th26th-

Infantry
26th-

IDtantrr.

26th-

IDtantrr

26th-

Infantry.

26th-

InfantryInfantryIDtantrr.IDtantrrInfantry.Titan,. lachtaohlarchtao regimentregiaent badhad one battalion in assault ,
one in support8upport , and oneODe in reserve.reserverelerve.relerverelieve. The interior thirdthird-

line
hair-

line
third-

line
hair-

line
third-

line
hair-

lineline battalionsbattalion.battalion. were in brigade reserve.reservereler.e.relererealer. . The third lineline-

battalion
inc-

antation
line-

battalion
inc-

antation
line-

battalion
inc-

antationbattalion of the 26th InfantryIntantrlInstantly wasW&8W8& in divisiondivllionDillon reserve.reserve.

(25)25( ) Firstrir8tFirst-
Division
rir8t1-
.181on

rir8t-
1181on

(25)25(25)-
Division

25-
Division

( ) .
Division1.181on1181on. , (25)6-6-66-

(23)

6-

23

PP 156-157156157- - -



The division had additional artillery attachedattached-
for

attach-
edfor the operation.operation. Its artillery strength was 120-75-mm12075mml20-75-mml2012075mm-
guns

l2075mm-
guns

- -
(26)26( ) FirstFirst-

Division
First-
Division

guns , 40-155-n"n40155n"nnn4o-l55-mm4ol55mmk0-155-mmk0- - " howitzers and g-S-inchgSinchg-g-inch8-9-inch89- - howitzers.howitzers. (26)26(26)-

In
26-

In

( )
Division ,
P 15158 In addition to barrage and concentration fires in thethe-

zone

thr-

one
the-

zone

thr-

one
the-

zone

thr-

onezone of advance , the artillery was given the mission ofof-

blinding
o-

btunding
of-

blinding
o-

btunding
of-

blinding
o-

btundingblinding observation from ItontUontMontLittonOnt Sec by smoke concentraconcentra-concentrateconcentra-

tion.
concentra-

tion
¬-

tion.tionion. This was, successfully done.donedone.-

A

don-
e

.

A battalion of 499 Renault tanks , with AmericanAmerica-

npersonnel
Ameri-

canizes
America-

npersonnel
Ameri-

canizes
America-

npersonnel
Ameri-

canizespersonnel , was attached, with primary missions of breakingbreaking-

lanes
break-

ing
breaking-

lanes
break-

ing(27)27( ) FirstFirst-
Division
First-
Division

lanes in wire and destroying machine guns.guns. (27)27( ) TheseThese-

tanks
Thes-

pians
These-

tanks
Thes-

pians
These-

DivisionDivision ,
P 1515g151915g-

(2g

15g-

2g

* tanks were an excellent moral support and several timestimes-

were

times-

erver

times-

were

times-

erver

times-

were

times-

erverwere of material assistance to the infantry.infantry. Some ofof-

them

o-

ften
of-

them

o-

ften
of-

them

o-

ftenthem were lost at the water hazards of the RuptErupt De MadtKadtMatKateMadt-

and

Mad-

am
Kadt-

and

Katm-

andu

Madt-

and

Mad-

amand the Madine.MadineNadine. The survivors ran out of fuel in thethe-

vicinity
the-

vicinity
the-

vicinityvicinity of NonsardMansard and , due to failure of resupplyreapply , bebe-

came

be-bebe-

came

be-

came

¬-
came immobilized.immobilizedimmobilized.-

A

immobilize-
d

.

A provisional squadron of the 2d Cavalry waswa-

sheld

wa-

shed

wa-

sheld

wa-

shed

wa-

sheld

wa-

shedheld 'tt'in rereadinessforreadiness-readinessreadinessfdr-:d ss'fssfass*' fdrdrl'l' exploitation1ploitatlonexploitation-.of.ofexploitation.ofanyexploitation- . of, any-any- brearhrOUgh.brearhrOUghbreakthroughbreakthrough.breakthroughBreaBread hrough.hroughthrough.

(25)25(2g2g(29)29( ) FirstFirst-
Division
First-
Division

(28)28( ) Accompanying guns were ordered to follow in closeclose-

support
clo-

ses
close-

support
clo-

ses
close-

Division cl-osedDivision ,
P 159 support of assault battalions.battalions. Regimental 3737-mm37mm-mm guns andand-

Stokes

san-

dstones

and-

Stokes

san-

dstones

and-

Stokes

san-

dstonesStokes mortars were attached to assault battalions.battalionsbattalions.-
Objectives

batta-
lions

battalions.-
Objectives

batta-
lions

battalions.-
Objectives

batta-
lions

.

Objectives : The 1stlet objective was an east-westeastwesteastwest-

line
Eastert-

ide
eastwest-

line
Eastert-

ide
eastwest-

line
Eastert-

ide
-

line along the south bank of the RuptErupt De MadtMat to Riche-RicheRiche-

Court
Ri-

che
Riche-

Court
Ri-

che
Riche-

aourt
Ri-

che
-

Courtaourtabort , to be reached at 5:20520: AM.AMA.M.. . The second objective waswas-

an

asa-

na

was-

an

asa-

na

was-

an

asa-

naan arbitrary line north of the enemy9aenemy'senemysenemy' old trench system ,

--- to-be-TfiashecLattobeTfiashecLatFishplateto-b -rAachedreachedhedheed atat-5"40at5"40540- _25r40:"
__

AM.AMAN.AN.
_ _

Thee third objective was anan-

eastwest
n-

eatest
an-

e&stw..t
a-

nestwt
G-

annetteast-westeastweste&st-w..te&stestw..t& - .. line through thetbetube northern edge of the Bois dede-

Rate

ae-

rate
de-

Rate

ae-

rate
de-

Rate

ae-

rateRate , toto beb e reached at 11:001100: AM.AMAN.AN. The fourth and firstfirstd-

ay1e
first-

day's
first-

days
birth-

days
first-

day's
first-

days
birth-

daysday1eday'sdays' objective was the Nonsard-LamarcheNonsardLamarcheHonsard-LamarcheHonsardMansardLamarOxnard- line.line. TheThe-

second

Th-

ereon
The-

second

Th-

ereon
The-

second

Th-

ereon(29)29( ) FO10 Ho10No 36 , second day'sdaysday'day' s and army&rIlYrIlYriley& objectiveobjob ectiveactive ran through Vigneulles.(29)Vigneulles.29Vigneulles29Vigneulles.(29)-

7

Vigneulles29-

7

V1gneulles.V1gneullesVigneulles.VigneullesVignettes. (29)29(29)-

7

29-

7

( )

letlItlot Div.Div.*

- - -- --- -- ----- - - - -- - - - - -7-7-7-

(26)

7-

26

7-

The

-



Advance to the first day'sdays' objective and to an intermediateintermediate-
objective

interm-
ediate

intermediate-
objeotive

interm-
ediate

intermediate-
objective

interm-
ediateobjectiveobjeotive on the secondseoond day was by corps command.command. AdvanceAdvanoeAdvanc-

eLiggett
Adv-

ance(30)30( ) LiggettLeggett & to the army objectiveobjeotive was by army command.commandoommand.oommand. (30)30(30)-
Pershing

30P-
ershing

(30)-
Pershing

30P-
ershing

(30)-
Pershing

30P-
ershing

( )
PershingPerishing,
p 2g282 OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST BATTALIONBATTALION-

The

Battali-
onThe First BattalionBatta11on , 2gth28th Infantry , was a typicaltypical-

infantry
typ-

ical
typical-

infantry
typ-

ical . .

infantry battalion of the First Division.Division. Originally comoom-oomcom-boomcom-

posed
oom-

posed
com-

posed
com-

posed
¬-

posed of regular army soldiers , hardened by service on thethe-

Mexican

the-

oretician

the-

Mexican

the-

oretician

the-

Mexican

the-

oreticianMexican Border , it had an efficient group of well-trainedwelltrainedwelltrainedno-

ncommissioned
welltrainedno-

ncommissioned
welltrainedno-

ncommissioned
-

noncommissioned officers.officers. It received itsi'ts' baptism of firefire-

in
fibr-

in
fire-

in
fibr-

in
fire-

in
fibr-

inin the premier AmericanAmerioan offensive , at CantignyCanting , on May 2g2829 ,

1918.19181919.1919. This actionaotionabortion , with its JQfi30030% casualties , tempered thethe-

gaunt
the-

reunto

the-

gaunt
the-

reunto

the-

gaunt
the-

reuntogaunt , tanned , youthful soldiers who had been forged intointo-

superfighting
int-

erspersing
into-

superfighting
int-

erspersing
into-

superfighting
int-

erspersingsuper-fightingsuperfighting- men by the merciless training imposed uponupon-

them

apot-

hem

upon-

them

apot-

hem

upon-

them

apot-

hemthem in the memorable winter of 1917-131917131917-lg.1917lg.lg.1917-19.191719.19.- . The FochPochOuchPoochochKoch counter-countercounter-

offensive
counter-

offensive
counter-

offensive

-
offensive of July Igth19thlathGoth reduced the battalion to about fortyforty-

men

ferry-

menmen per company.company. In late August raw replacements , freshfresh-

from
fre-

sh
fresh-

from
fre-

sh
fresh-

from
fre-

shfrom the draft camps of the homeland , filled the companiescompanies-

to
compani-

esto strength.strength. Few of these men had any conception of thethe-

military
ch-

emistry
the-

millt8ry
the-

militaryschememilitarymillt8rymilitaryschememilitary: ,
scheme ofof.. . thingsb ngsnags an4and.andaid.tbeyaidtbeyWaite.theythey. .

.eyey. were .particularlywere..part1cularlywere.part1cularlywerepart1cularly.particularly.. ded-

eficient
de-ded-

eficient
d-

eficient

¬-
ficientincident in knowledge of the handlingband11ng, of weapons.weaponswea.pons.weapons.-

The

weapo-
ns

wea.pons.-

The

weapo-
ns

. .,

The battalion consisted of four rifle companiescompanies-

of

compani-
esof 250 men each , a headquarters and headquartersheadqua.rters. company , andand-

attached
un-

detached

and-

attached
un-

detached

and-

attached
un-

detachedattached personnel.personnel. Battalion headquarters includedinoluded thethe-

battalion
te-

arstain
the-

battalion
te-

arstain
the-

battalion
te-

arstainbattalion COOOJONO, adjutantadjutantJ, supply officer , chaplain , surgeonsurgeon-

and

surge-
onand artillery liaison officer.officer. The headquarters companycompan-

ycontained
com-

panion
compan-

ycontained
com-

panion
compan-

ycontained
com-

panioncontained an intelligence sectionseot1onJ, commandedoommanded by a sergeant ,

a supply section and an administrativeni8trativea section.section.ection.ection. . For thethe-

purposes

the-

sauruses

the-

purposes

the-

sauruses

the-

purposes

the-

saurusespurposes of the attack various troops were attached.attached. TheyThe-

yincluded

The-

yincluded

The-

yincludedincluded : ( a) CompanyOompany D , 3d MachineMaohine Gun Battalion , equippedequipped-

with

equipped-

witb
equip-

pedwithwitbwit very effective HotchkissHotohkiss
,HocksHooks, air-cooledaircooled- machine gunsguns.*. ThisThi-

sefficient

Thi-

sefficient

Thi-

sefficientefficient unit was commandedcollllanded by 1stlot Lieutenant OerwinGerwin&erwinerwin(& C.CC-

.Adair.

A-

cadia

C-

.Ada1r.

C-

Ada1r

C-

.Adair.

A-

cadia

.

Adair.AdairAda1r.Ada1r. ( b) The Howitzer platoon of the regimental headquartersheadquartersc-

ompany.

headqua-

rters
headquartersO-

O

headquarte-

rs

headquartersc-

ompany.

headqua-

rterscompany.companyOO .
_ _ ThisT

__platoon
_

was
. - !to_ .

assist! st
_
initially1n1 t i

. _
r.rr.-

8
r-

8
. .
the_------ - - - ' - - - --- -8-8_-8-

(30)

8-

30

-



advance of the 2d Battalion and revert to the 1st1st-

Battalion
1st-

Battalion
1st-

BattalionBattalion during a passage of lines on the third obob-

jective
ob-obob-

je
obj-

ect

ob-

jective.

ob-

jective
¬-

jectivejective.ejectiveje tive.tivetie,. ( c ) An accompanying 75-wn75wn75-mmmm- gun.gun. This gun waswas-

to
wa-

ste

was-

to
wa-

ste

was-

to
wa-

steto operate initially with the 2d Battalion and revert toto-

the
t-

ote
to-

the
t-

ote
to-

the
t-

otethe 1st Battalion at the passage of lineslines.,. Cd( d) AnA-

nartillery
A-

marillo
A-

nartillery
A-

marillo
A-

nartillery
A-

marilloartillery gun crew , tot o beb e used in manning captured enemyenem-

yfield
cente-

rfield
enem-

yfield
cente-

rfield
enem-

yfield
cente-

rfieldfield pieces-piecespieces.piecesepieces-. ( e) A party of signal corps troops , toto-

handle

to-

wheaded

to-

handle

to-

wheaded

to-

handle

to-

wheadedhandle technical communicationcommunication. ,. ( f) A party of engineers ,

to facilitate advancea.dvance. of the infantry by engineeringengineeringm-

eans.
enginee-

ringmeans.means.

The battalion had only two lieutenants to eacheaohLeaheac-

hrifle
Ac-

hilles

eao-

hrifle

mea-

nwhile

eac-

hrifle
Ac-

hillesrifle company.company. The solitary captain of the battalion waswas-

in
wash-

ing

was-

in
wash-

ing

was-

in
wash-

ingin command.command. Of the totaltota.l. of ten combat officersoffioers onlyonly-

six
on-

ly
only-

six
on-

ly
only-

six
on-

lysix had been in action.action. Four were very recent arrivalsarrivalsf-

rom
arriv-

als
arrivalsf-

rom
arriv-

als
arrivalsf-

rom
arriv-

alsfrom training camps in the United States.StatesStates.-

The

Stat-
es

states.-

The

stat-
es

States.-

The

Stat-
es

.

The battalion was trained at Mont L'EtroitLEtroitDetroitL'Etroit-
near

LEtroit-
near

Latri-
ne

'

near SaulxuresSutures in the VaucouleursVauoouleursVancouverAutoloaders area of Lorraine.Lorraine. TheThe-

new

The-

nce

The-

new

The-

nce

The-

new

The-

nce "'

new men werewerwear instructedin8tru ted"1nted1nin riileriflerile marksmanship by havinghaving-

them
havi-

ng
having-

them
havi-

ng ,.... . . . .. . " .- - . . . '

them shoot , under individual supervision , at empty tomatotomato-

cans
tom-

ato
tomato'tomatotomato'-

cans

tomato-

cans
tom-

ato
tomato-

cans
tom-

ato

'

cans inverted on stakes , driven in the ground at a disdis-daisdis-

tance
dis-

tanoe
dis-

tance
dis-

tance
¬-

tancetanoestancetangoed of about fifty yards from the soldier.soldier. This systemsystem-

taught
sys-

tem
system-

taught
sys-

tem
system-

taught
sys-

temtaught them to load , aim and fire the service rifle.riflerifle.j-
&

rifle-j rifl-
e

rifle.-
were

riff-le
rifle.-

About
rif-

fle
.

\j&j&jwerewere-
About

wher-
eabouts

\ & 44-

AboutAbout two hours a day'MB... devoted to tactical formations.formationsormations.ormationsformations.-

During
format-

ions
formations.-

During
format-

ions
ormations.-

During
format-

ions
.

During this training period the entire division rehearsedrehearsed-

its
rehears-

edits part in the drive , going through a gigantic maneuvermaneuver-

over
maneu-

ver
maneuver-

over
maneu-

ver
maneuver-

over
maneu-

verover steep and wooded terrain , asa8 a unit.unit. The morale ofof-

the

of-

ten
of-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

tenthe newnew.newmen.. waswa.wa. none11011.11011. luu1,00100luau, high.high. T1I.T1I*hf.' 814<? 1d timtnriitimer.timertimpani. rrt&iArrtiAY'ApledYApledartisanAppliedrrt&iAt-

hem
rrtiAt-

hem
irrig-

ate
Y'Apled-

them

YApled-

them

App-
let

' & *

them with ghastlygha8tly tales of BoiseonsSoissonsBosonsOrisons and other places , andand-

consequences
and-

consequenoes
and-

consequencesconsequencesconsequenoes were none too desirable.desirable. There were a numbernumber-

of
numb-

erf

numb-
er

"

off selfsejrser, lt ".inflictedirtlictedairliftedm'm'
, ted woundswound.wound. and at least oneon suicide in thethe-

fortnight
th-

eoretic
the-

fortnight
th-

eoretic
the-

fortnight
th-

eoreticfortnight prior to the operation.operationop t1 n.n. On September 2d thethe-

battalion
te-

arstain
the-

battalion
te-

arstain
- ' .... . , . . . . , . . ''' , , , '

battalion was marchedmarohed to an assembly point at which itit-
9

it-

advance

in-

tendance

it-

9-9-9--9-

advance

--



was to be entruckedentranced and transported to the wooded areaarea-

near

rea-
mer

area-

near

rea-
mer

area-

near

rea-
mernear Boucq.BoucqBoca. The trucks were delayed in arriving at thethe-

rendezvous.

te-
rrene

the-

rendezvous.

te-
rrene

the-

rendezvous.

te-
rrenerendezvous.rendezvous. A BocheBroche aviatoravis.toravistor. arrived before they diddid'did-

receiving
dis-

believing
did'-

receiving
did-

receiving
dis-

believing

did-

receiving
dis-

believing

'

receiving able guidance from a brilliantly lighted staffstaffa-

utomobile
staffa-

utomobile.

staffa-

utomobile.automobileautomobile. ,. the pilot dropped several large bombs andand-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hemthen made off.off. No10 casualties were inflicted but thethe-

attack
hea-

rtache

the-

attack
hea-

rtache

the-

attack
hea-

rtacheattack demoralized the men for the time being.being. The troopstroops-

remained
tro-ops troops-

remained
tro-ops troops-

remained
tro-opsremained near BoucqBoca , in the ForetFloret de La HeineReineHinesRene , for severalseverald-

ays.
sever-

alty
severald-

ays.
sever-

alty
severald-

ays.
sever-

altydays.days. During this time equipment was checked and a loadedloaded-

auto
load-

ed
loaded-

auto
load-

ed
loaded-

auto
load-

edauto rifle clip and two rifle grenades were issued to eacheach-

soldier.
ech-

olike
each-

soldier.
ech-

olike
each-

soldier.
ech-

olikesoldier.soldier. German aviation kept the night air throbbing withwith-

the
with-

held

with-

the
with-

held

with-

the
with-

heldthe interrupted drone of their motors and a number of bombsbombs-

were
bo-

mbs
bombs-

were
bo-

mbs
bombs-

were
bo-

mbswere dropped on or near the battalion.battalion. No casualtiescasualties-
resulted.

casua-
lties

casualties-
resulted.

casua-
lties

casualties-
resulted.

casua-
ltiesresulted.resulted. These bombs did not always detonate and it waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

,

not unusual to find a long , finned projectile part buriedburied-

in
burie-

din the earth.earth. On September 6th the battalion was movedmove-

dforward

over-

flowed
move-

dforward

over-

flowed
move-

dforward

over-

flowedforward to the Faux Bois de Naugisard.Naugisardlaugisard.laugisardNavistarlaggardNaugiMaui sarsari d.d. This woods waswas-

about

wal-

kabout

was-

about

wal-

kabout

was-

about

wal-

kaboutabout five kilometers from thee proposed jump offof! lineline.line.-

It.

lin-
e

line.-

It.

lin-
e

*.

ItIt..
, was-crowdedwascrowdedwas.cr.owded.wascrowded.abscondedwas -.cr.owded..cr.owded.-crowded.crowded.crowded--..- : . . . wiihwithswinish troopatroop8troopstroop ,. KitcfceaJ:1.tC'heJ1.tCheJ1tCheKitchen-KitchenKitcfceasectionsKitchensectKitchens: . ' .-, -sectionssectionseotionsemotionssect- ions were withVithVietwith-

battalions.

W'lWlVith-

battalions.

' thth-

battalions.
h-

abitationsbattalions.battalions. There was a steady drizzling of rain and ciroir-oircir-coircir-

culation
oir-

culation
cir-

culation
cir-

culation
¬-

culationcollation in the woods kneaded earth and water into aa-

sodden

s-

odden
a-

sodden

s-

odden
a-

sodden

s-

oddensodden , gripping mass.mass. Battalion headquarters ( combinedcombine-

doffice
comb-

ined
combine-

doffice
comb-

ined
combine-

doffice
comb-

inedoffice and billet ) was an elephant iron shelter and in thethe-

dimness

he-

adiness

the-

dimness

he-

adiness

the-

dimness

he-

adinessdimness of candle light the cavernous interior had thethe-

semblance

te-
ssellate

the-

semblance

te-
ssellate

the-

semblance

te-
ssellatesemblance of thet e body oavitycavity of some antedeluveanedeluveanantediluvianredeliveranant edeleel veanvan monster.monstermonster.-

There

nonst-
arter

monster.-

There

nonst-
arter

.,

There was constantoonstant apprehensionapprehens10n of both shellingshelling-
and

shelli-
ngand bombing on this compactoompact mass of humanity , but none came.camecame-

.Great

came-

.Great

.
- - - - -----

Great efforts had been taken totQ.tQt © ., maintain secrecy during thethe-

concentration.

the-

cone

the-

cae
the-

concentration.concentration.concentrationcone entrat1on.entrat1on. Troop movementsmo.meDismomeDiscomedies., were made only under coverooverovercover-

of
cov-

er
oover-

ot
ove-

rt
cover-

of
cov-

er .ofot darknessdarkne8s and day circulation was carefully restrictedre8trictedrestricted-
to

restricte-
dto covered areasareas.*. Numerouslumerou8 guards enforcedenforoed this require-requirerequ1re-requ1rerequire-

10

requ1re-

10

-

-10-10-10-

was

10-

was

- .



ment.mentmentewent.went.meantmenthe. The American light tanks concentrated in this area ,

and it was a novelty for the doughboys to see greasygreasy-

mechanics
'*.

mechanics preparing the lumbering monsters for their battlebattle-
effort.

battle-

front
battle-

effort.
battle-

front
battle-

effort.
battle-

fronteffort.effort. On the night of September 7th the 2d BattalionBattalion-
moved

Battal-
ion

Battalion-
moved

Battal-
ion

Battalion-
moved

Battal-
ionmoved to a defensive position before Beaumont but was withwith-with-

drawn

with-

drawn

with-

drawn

¬-
drawn to the Faux Bois de NaugisardNavistar on the ninihtnightchtchat[ht of thethe-

Sth.

the-

ist
the-

nth.

te-
nth

'

Sth.Sth8th.8thnth.nthSeth.

Orders for the attack were received during thethe-

day

hey-

day

the-

day

hey-

day

the-

day

hey-

dayday of September llth11thlilt together with maps for battalionbattalionh-

eadquarters.
battalionh-

eadquarters.
battalionh-

eadquarters.headquarters.headquarters. All officers were assembled at battalionbattalion-
headquarters

batt-
alion

battalion-
headquarters

batt-
alion

battalion-
headquarters

batt-
alionheadquarters and several hours were devoted to discussing ,

planning and finally directindirectiondirectinCThedirectionhe projected operation ofof-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

tenthe battalion.battalion. The regimental plan of attack was batbat-bat-

talions
bat-

talions
bat-

talions
¬-

talionstalons in column , 2d Battalion , Major HuebnerHerbert , in assault ,

1st BattalionBattalionl, Captain SenaySiena , in support , 3d Battalion ,

Major CronOronCroonOrion in brigade reserve.reserve. The battalion plan of atat-

tack
at-atat-

tack

at-

tack

¬-
tack was normal formation ; BBandand D Companies in assault ,

BB'B'* CompanyComp"lYComplY!.&
" on ttet1.et1ethetote:. right.rightri.gbt.rigbt. . . A ajxdand.andaxed,. CO.OG.GCompaniesCompaJliO.CompaJliG.CompaniesCopal.

; e inn supportsupport.s p r
,

,'. . . . . .

C Company on the tightright , frontage about 600 yards , depthdepth-

about
de-

pth
depth-

about
de-

pth
depth-

about
de-

pthabout 600 yards.yards. Battalion headquarters and attached perper-per-

sonnel

per-

sonnel

per-

sonnel

¬-
sonnelsonnet were to be about in thetbetube center of the mass.mass. TheThe-

Machine

Te-

aching
The-

Machine

Te-

aching
The-

Machine

Te-

achingMachine Gun CompanyOompany was to follow in trace in centeroenterenter rearrear-

of
re-

ar
rear-

of
re-

ar
rear-

of
re-

arof the battalion.battalion. No10 CPsCPa or axes of communicationcommunioation werewere-

designated.

per-
egrinated

were-

designated.

per-
egrinated

were-

designated.

per-
egrinateddesignated.designated. ThereTbereTerre was no plan of technical communication.communicationcommunioation.communioationcommunication-

.All

communioation-

.All

communicatio-

nal

.

All liaison was maintained by runners , except in artillery ,

the liaisonlia1aon officeroffioer of which presumably had wire communioommuni-oommunicommuni-communecommuningcommun-

ication

oommun-

ioation

commun-

ication

commun-

ication

¬-
cationoationcaptionoration with hishi.hi. batteries.batteriesbatteriel.batteriel. The regimentreg1..ntreg1.ntreg1nt.. usedu8ed mounted mesmes-Amesme-

ssengers

mes-

senger.

me-

ssenger

me-

ssengers

¬-
sengerssenger.sengersingersSanger. si'ooessfully.siooessfullyces8tullJ.ces8tullJ8ces8tullJ.8ces8tullJsvooessfully.svooessfully8\8\' . On several occasionsocca8ions the adjutant-adjutantadjutant--adjutant-
Captain

adju-
tant

adjutant-
Oaptain

adju-
tant

adjutant-
Captain

adju-
tant

---
CaptainOaptain LivesayLivesLiveaay--rodeLiveaayrodeLivesay--rodeLivesayGiveawayLives--rode in to checkoheckheck the progress of the at-atat-

tack.

at-

tack

at-

tact.
at-

tract

at-

tack.

at-

tack

-
.

tack.tacktact.tact. All animalsanimaleanimal of the battalion were left with the rearrear-

echelon

ear-

ache
rear-

echelon

ear-

ache
rear-

echelon

ear-

acheechelon when the battalion moved into jump-offjumpoff- position.positionp08it1oposition.-

Late
positi-

on
..

Late in the evening of SeptemberSept'ember' llth11thlilt the bat-batbat-

11

bat-

11

-

-11-11-11-

mente

11-

went.

11-

went

-



-41cc.41cc.4ke- . v/vv-

talion
s-

tallion
,/,,, I<I-

talion
I-

taliantaliontalon was moved to the vicinity ofofftBeaumontnn-

Troops
T-

roops
Beaumont quarrits.quarritsquarr.quarrquarriesquarryquarrits.-

Troops

quarrquarry .

Troops were in position at midnightmidniEht with three rifle comcom-com-

panies

com-

panies

com-

panies

¬-
paniespansies in the trenchestrenchetrenched in front of the quarries and oneon-

erifle

Som-

erville

on-

erifle

Som-

erville

on-

erifle

Som-

ervillerifle company , C0 Company , and the machinemaohine gun company inin-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

terthe quarry itself.itself. Here in the quarry was also the regimentalregimenta.lregimentalP-

C.

regimenta.lP-

C.

regiment-
al

.

PC.PC. The night was very dark.dark. There was a downpour ofof-

drenching

o-

ffending
of-

drenohing

o-

ffending
of-

drenching

o-

ffendingdrenchingdrenohing rain and underfoot was a quagmire of sticky mud.mudmu-

d.Desultory

m-
uddies

mu-

d.Desultory

m-
uddies

mu-

d.Desultory

m-
uddies

.

Desultory shelling punctuated the march into position.positionpoeition.poeitionposition.-

Fortunately
poeition.-

Fortunately
position.-

Fortunately
.

Fortunately the shellsehellseels sank well into the spongy ground beforebefore-

exploding.

before-

exploding.

before-

exploding.exploding.exploding. As it was , several men were wounded and oneone-

company

nec-

romancy

one-

company

nec-

romancy

one-

company

nec-

romancycompany threatened to stampede , being held in line onlyonly-

by

onl-
y

only-

by

onl-
y

only-

by

onl-
yby the strenuous exertions of a few good NCOs.NCOsHCOs.HCOsNachosChops. The battalionbattaliona-

ccomplished
batt-

alion
battaliona-

coomplished
batt-

alion
battaliona-

ccomplished
batt-

alionaccomplishedacoomplished this move in column of file.file. Company commanderscommander-

sthoroughly

comma-
ndeers

cOcommander-

sthoroughly

comma-
ndeers

andersanders-

thoroughlythoroughly understood the plan of attack.attack. All company comcom-com-

manders

com-

manders

com-

manders

¬-
mandersmaunders had done a long tour of trench duty in the sectorseotor inin-

January
T-

ijuana
in-

January
T-

ijuana
in-

January
T-

ijuanaJanuary , February , and March.March. The few surviving veteransveterans-

were
veter-

answere familiar with the terrain.terrain. WatchesWatohesSwathes had been synchronized.synchronizedsynchronized.-

A

synchronize-
d

.

.

A base companyoompany had been designated.designated. All was set for thethe-

jumpoff
the-

jumpoffjump-offjumpoffj p-.offp.offoff--.
at 5:005005O0: AM.AMAJ4.AJ4. Troops'l'rolrolo' ' ps of the relieved S9th9th DivisionDivision-

were
Divis-

ionwere well in motion on their way to the rear where they werewere-

to
wher-

eto

were-

to
wher-

eto

were-

to
wher-

etoto back up the First.FirstFirst.-

At

Fir-
st

.

At 1:00100: AM there burst forth the most violentviolent-
barrage

vio-
lent

violent-
barrage

vio-
lent

violent-
barrage

vio-
lentbarrage yet experienced by the battalion.battalion. The darkness waswa-

sturned

pa-

stured
wa-

sturned

pa-

stured
wa-

sturned

pa-

sturedturned into a resounding quivering light by which one mightmight-

see

sight-

seesee to read.read. A thunderous roar that shook the very bowelsbowels-

of
bowe-

lsof the earth broke the stillnesst11lne8s and A8& deluge of shatteringshattering-
shells

shatte-
ring

shattering-
shelll

shattering-
shells

shatte-
ringshellsshelll spread havoc overoyerBoyer the enemy lines.lineslinel.linellineal. EveryIverDiver , known batbat-bat--bat-

tery
bat-

tery
bat-

t
batt-

y

¬---
teryterryt eryvery positionpos1tionpos1tion8was-88-& drenched with gasgal byb, at least two heavyheavrheaverheavy-

guns
hea-

vy
heavr-

guns
heartb-

urns
heavy-

guns
hea-

vyguns or howitzers.howitzers. EveryIveryVery locatedlooatedlooted machinemaohine gun position waswas-

given
wa-

yside
was-

g1

was-

given
wa-

ysidegiveng1yen the metal of either81 therether oneODe heavy or twot wo light guns.gunsgwl8.gwl8guns-

.Trenches

uns-

titches
gwl8-

.Trenches

gwl8-

Trenches

guns-

.Trenches

uns-

titches
.

Trenches , commandoommand posts and billets were pounded by concen-concenconcernconcen-

(31)

conce-

n31
concen-

(31)

conce-

n31
conce-

nFirst

conce-
ntrate

-
(31)31( ) Firstlirstlist trationetratlonerationedratline of high explosive shell.shell. (31)31( ) Withlithlithe a persistenceperslsteacepersistence-

Division
persist-ence perslsteaceD-

iviS1oD
persistence-

Division
persist-enceDivisionDiviS1oD ,

pp 161-162161162-
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that was appalling in iteitsbite volume the convulsion concon-con-

tinued.

con-

tinued
con-

tinued.

con-

tinued
con-

tinued.

con-

tinued
¬-

tinued.tinuedtined. During four hours nearly three thousand gunsgun-

srained
unst-

rained
gun-

srained
unst-

rained
gun-

srained
unst-

rainedrained a million shells upon the enemy line.line. Earth andand-

air
ad-

air
and-

air
ad-

air
and-

air
ad-

airair shuddered under the shock of this continuous seriesseries-
of

seri-
esof concussions , which resulted from the detonations ofof-

shell
R-

oselle

of-

shell
R-

oselle

of-

shell
R-

oselleshell ranging from tiny 1.515. inch whiz-bangswhizbangs- to tumbling ,

barrel like projectiles from l6-inchl6inchl6-1nch1nch16-inch16- railway guns.guns. TheTh-

ewaiting

Th-

warting
The-

wa.iting
Th-

warting
Th-

ewaiting

Th-

wartingwaitingwa.iting. infantrymen were rendered jubilant by the specspeo-speospec-peonspec-

tacular
speo-

tacular
spec-

tacular
spec-

tacular
¬-

tacularmacular drama and all along the line the men burst intointo-

cheers
dit-

chers
into-

cheers
dit-

chers
into-

cheers
dit-

cherscheers and song like children on a holiday.holiday. Cries ofof-

dIet's
o-

fdIets
b-

odies
o-

f"let's
o-

flets
fl-

eets11"dIet'sdIets"let'sletslet1' s goMgo"gogeom" clarionedclarion from eager throats and these wordswords-

f

word-

s

words-

became

wo-
rds

words-

became

wo-
rds'

' became the battle of the First Division.Division. The GermansGerman-

sresponded
Ger-

mans,
f1'1

, ,

> cryoryCory -- . " . . .. . ' " " . ,

ti responded very feebly.feebly. Many of their guns were out ofof-

position

op-

position
of-

position

op-

position
, I("

1. 11" position , preparatory to withdrawal.withdrawalwithdraw-
al.f

withdrawal.-

Zero

withdra-
wal

.
F

.II?.f
Zero hour approached and as the night drew toto-

its
ti-

ts
to-

its
ti-

ts
to-

its
ti-

tsits closeolosefoliose the air became very cold.coldoold.ooldold. Nearly all the menmen-

were

me-

aner
men-

were

me-

aner
men-

were

me-

anerwere chilled to the bone.bone. Several collapsed.collapsed. In thethe-

shelter
th-

ese
the-

ahel

the-

cae
the-

shelter
th-

eseshelterahelheel tar aof"of"° "'*the'C'heCheChen'% 'he'he' ' 'q'uqu''"quarry"quarry"

f\ifi'\ I'tItc'=: y.great--y.greaty.greatfires'. "."_ greatgr eat"eat"-
- fires 'rtal"rtalretail'roared: " d.d., and from, themtnemtemthem-

steaming
hes-

itating
tnem-

steaming
tea-

rstain
them-

steaming
hes-

itating
,

steaming buckets of coffee were sent up and down the line ,

saving many men for the morning'smornings' effort.effort. Around one firefire-
were

fire-

weed

fire-
were

fire-

weed

fire-
were

fire-

weedwere gathered the battalion headquarters and some companyoompanycompan-

yofficers
com-

pany
oompan-

yofficers
Rom-

anoff
compan-

yofficers
com-

panyofficers whiling away the hours before attackattaok , perchanceperohanceperchance-

the
perohance-

the
perchan-

cethe last few hours on earth , in song and story.story. FavoriteFavoritea-

mong
Favo-

rite
Favoritea-

mong
Favo-

rite
Favoritea-

mong
Favo-

riteamong the songs , but sung in rollicking vein , was 'JustJustIJust"Just'Just-
Before

Just-
Before

Just-
ified

IJust-

Before

"Just-

Before
Just-

Before
Just-

ified
'"

Before the Battle MotherMother''.*' . One of the singerssinger.singer. was deaddead-

at
dead-

est

dead-

at
dead-

est

dead-

at
dead-

estat 5:15.515.515: .
. .- - - - - - -- ------- - it.lotlotAt..lot1flot1f-1f1f-;5tX5Oo?: )() AHdAX thethe--barragethebarragethe-barrage-- - barrage cameoamefoamed down4 wn andaD4 thetbetube advanceadvanc-

estarted.
adva-

nces
advance-

8tarted.
advanc-

e8tarted
advanc-

estarted.
adva-

ncesstarted.started8tarted.8tarted. It was veryyeryyearly foggy and visibilityY181bi11ty was poor.poor. TheThe-

Germans

Ste-

ersman
The-

Germani

He-

gemonic

The-

Germans

Ste-

ersmanGermansGermaniGermanic harassedhara.ledharaledherald. slightly with thinly scattered shell firefire-
and

fire-
man

fire-
and

fire-
man

fire-
and

fire-
manand some80IDe machinemaohine gunguaguan fire but this was not serious enoughenough-

to
enou-

ghto affeotaffect the advance of the troops.troops. The battalion followedfollowed-

13-13-13-_13-

1'

13-

1

13-

that

13-_



directly in trace of the 2d Battalion and at a distancedistance-

of
distan-

ceof about three hundredhundred. . yards.yards. The companies were inin-

small

in-

stall
in-

small

in-

stall
in-

small

in-

stallsmall columns with normal intervals and depth.depth. TheThe-

dense

Te-

ens
The-

dense

Te-

ens
The-

dense

Te-

ensdense wire between the lines offered very little resistance.resistanceresistance.-
The

resistan-
ce

.

The wire had weakened through rusting and many of the costs-

were

cros-
ser

costspostsposts-

were

post-
war

posts-

were

post-
warwere so brittle that they snapped off readily and aUowedallowedavowedaUowed-

the
allowed-

the
avow-

ed
allow-

edthe, wire to be pressed down on the groundground.,. mIn some casescases-

men

casem-

ent
cases-

men

casem-

ent
cases-

men

casem-

entmen actually walked over the masses of strung.wire.strungwirestringier. . ThereThere-

was

Hebr-
ews

There-

was

Hebr-

ewswas no trouble in maintaining the rate of advance ofof-

twentyfive
p-

otently
of-

twentyfive
p-

otently
of-

twentyfive
p-

otentlytwenty-fivetwentyfive- yards per minute.minute. The RuptErupt de MadtMat had beenbeen-

dammed

bel-
dame

been-

dammed

bel-
dame

been-

dammed

bel-
damedammed near its source , by the engineers , early in the°(32)32( 2)2) SvislonVisionFirst eVenlng'eVenlngevening.evening'. (32)32( ) ThleThisThule *PPeciablyappreciably* lowered its level.level. ItIt-

P

I-
t

It-
Division

In-
tromission

It-
Division

In-
tromissionDivision ,
P 160 was found clear of wire and proved to be less than waistwaist-

deep
Wa-

ite
waist-

deep
Wa-

ite
waist-

deep
Wa-

itedeep but with steep slippery banks.banksbanks.-

The

ban-
ks

banks.-

The

ban-
ks

banks.-

The

ban-
ks

.

The 2d Battalion took its first two objectivesobjectives-

with
objecti-

veswith little resistance and pushed on towards the thirdthird-
objective

third-

objective
third-

objective .objective ; the east-westeastweste st-.estest. linelinOlin .throthrothrob
.

throughgh thetbe."DortherntbeDorthernstepmother. " northernnortnorth fern edgedgeedg-

of

eg-

o
edge-

of
ed-

ge

*

of thethe B01BBoieBoisBoise de Rate.Rate. Here occurred the only organizedorganized-

fight
organi-

zed
organized-

fight
organi-

zed
organized-

fight
organi-

zedfight within the regimental sone.sonezone.zonescone. The Bois de Rate and thethe-

adjacent
he-

adache
the-

adjacent
he-

adache
the-

adjacent
he-

adacheadjacent woods , the Quart en Reserve had been stronglystrongly-

fortified.
stro-ngly
strongly-

fortified.
stro-

ngly
strongly-

fortified.
stro-

nglyfortified.fortified. From their southern edges poured a hail ofof-

machine

bo-

mbazine

of-

machine

bo-

mbazine

of-

machine

bo-

mbazinemachine gun bulletsballets , causing some casualties.casualties. EveryoneEveryone-

took

Every-
one

Everyone-

took
Every-

onetook cover in the battle plowed ground and the 2d BattalionBattalionr-

esponded
Batt-

alion
Battalionr-

esponded
Batt-

alion
Battalionr-

esponded
Batt-

alionresponded with fire, bringing its howitierhowitzer weapons intointo-

Play.

inter-

play
into-

plaJ.

inter-

play
into-

play.

inter-

playPlay.PlayplaJ.plaJplea. The 16th InfantryInf&DtrJInfDtrJIndri& , on the left , had more difficultdifficultt-
erralQ

diffi-
cult

difficult-
terrain

diffi-
cult

difficult-
terrain

diffi-
cultterralQterrainTerra *to° OVovercomer0one *and** *was wtnot in sight.sightlight.light. A CompanyOompany waswas-

sent
ass-

ent
was-

.ent

abs-

ent
_

sent.ententsenKentseen. too tfc.tfctheftc. left to outflank the eneReneeneayenemyenemay bybY'' penetrating thethe-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwoodwoods to his'hish1s"h1shis'righthisrighth1s"right.h1srightinsight'" rightright.O,. one or moremormoor e tanks also waddled towardstowards-

the
towar-

ds
towards-

the
towar-

dsthe woods.woodswoodl.woodlwool. In the face of this and under the belaboringbelaboring-

of
belabori-

ngof the atakeestate.statestakesattacker. bombsbombebombed the BooheBoone decided to quit and eighty-eightyeighty-

five
eig-

hty
eighty-

five
eig-

hty
eighty-

five
eig-

hty
-

five prisonerpr180nerlprisoners, filed out withw1t , handsbands well elevated.elevated. SomeSome-

n

Ome-

n

Som-

een"J

Som-

eenJ
O-

men
Some-

enemy

Som-

eoneen"JenJenemynJn"my casualtiesoasualties were found in the wood.-
nl

wooden-

ly
wood.woodwoods.woodswood.-

111

wood-
111

. .'
. . . . _ _ _ _

. . .. .
u - - - - - -

.
_- - - -_-ll _-- -_-- - - -

. -.-. .. - - - - - --- -nlnl-111--111--AT-*- - - --_-_- - - -
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c

The 2d Battalion was nownowatnow> at 10:001000: AMAMJonCajonAMonDamon, on thethe-

objective
th-

eoretic
the-

objective
th-

eoretic
the-

objective
th-

eoreticobjective at which a passage of lines was to take place.placeplace.-

As

placem-

ats

.

As this maneuver was scheduled for 11:001100: AM and was coco-

ordinated
co-coco.co-

ordinated
co-

.ordinated

co-

ordinated
¬-.

ordinatedordinate with'withwltnWaltonwith'anwithanwithin' an extension of the rolling barrage therethere-
was

Hebr-
ews

there-
was

Hebr-
ews

there-
was

Hebr-
ewswas nothing to do but to hold the 1st Battalion backbac-
kuntil

blac-

kout
bac-

kuntil

blac-

kout
bac-

kuntil

blac-

koutuntil that hour.hour. At 11:001100: AM the 1stlstlast Battalion passedpassed-

through
pas-

sed
passed-

through
pas-

sed
passed-

through
pas-

sedthrough the 2d and took up the assault.assault. It was found thatthat-

the
thatc-

hed

that-

the
thatc-

hed

that-

the
thatc-

hedthe howitzer weapons had used up all their ammunitionammunition-

in
ammuniti-

onin the fight for the 3d objective and so80 they were leftleft-
behind

left-
b

lef-
t

left-
behindbehindb hlndhind to resupply.resupplyreapply. The scheduled barrage did notnot-

materialize
no-

nmaterial
not-

materialize
no-

nmaterial
not-

materialize
no-

nmaterialmaterialize ,) probably due to the factfaotfagot that the depth ofof-

penetration
o-

pener
of-

penetration
o-

pener
of-

penetration
o-

penerpenetration had exceeded the initial range of the lightlight-
artillery

nig-
htrider

light-
artillery

nig-
htrider

light-
artillery

nig-
htriderartillery , and that their forward displacement had notnot-

yet
mo-

tet
not-

yet
mo-

tet
not-

yet
mo-

tetyet been accomplished.accomplishedaccomplished.-

From

accomplis-
hed

.

From this point the ground gradually descendeddescended-

over
descen-

dedover an extensive meadow to the MadineNadine River and then roserose-

TffplTtty

rose-

the
rose-

ate. . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .u TffplTtty"sp111tr-"sp111trsp111tr"!"sp111tr.asp111tra" : : - t&t& ' a.a: -com-&ancom&anan' lrfflatIctlns'lrfflatIctlns-&! :
. lng"posiitionlngposiitionnegotiation"' ' Si t10li..t'ot10li.tot10litoto' the right' of Konsardvnsara"vnsaraOxnardVanessan il .rd"j'rdjdj.

"; '

the expected line of German resistance.resistance. The space to bebe-

crossed
de-

creased
be-

crossed
de-

creased
be-

crossed
de-

creasedcrossed was about two kilometers wide and absolutely open.openopen.-

Company

open.-

Company

open.-

Company

.

Company commanders were nervousDerv us and needed encouragementencouragemen-

tbefore

encourage-
mentbefore crossing this potential death trap.trap. The battalionbattalion-
scouts

battal-
ions

battalion-
scouts

battal-
ions

battalion-
scouts

battal-
ionsscouts were sent well ahead of the front line and it waswas-

indeed

ass-

ignee
was-

in4eed

was-

indeed

ass-

igneeindeedin4eed reassuring when they were toto bebe seen boldlyboldly-

silhouetted
boldly-

silhouetted
boldly-

silhouettedsilhouetted on the skyline of the objective ; the Nonsard-Nonsardlonsard-lonsardMansardLeonardNonsard-

Laaarche

lonsard-

Lamarche

Nonsard-

Lamarche

-
LaaarcheLamarche road.road. With thisthilthinly cheering guarantee of securityseouritsenoritasecurity-

the

securityE-

LM

securi-
ty

,
theELM battalionDm nowDOW advancedadYaDce4 fre.lfrelfreelyfreely.freelyfreely.-

When

free-
ly

. , .

When halfhalt way acrossacro.acromacro.. the'the'

meadow GermansGermanIGermanic werewere-

seen

swe-

eten

were-

seen

swe-

eten

were-

seen

swe-

etenseen less1e.81e8. than two kilometerskilometerakilometer to the left filingtiling along thethe-

Belle
St-

eele
the-

Belle
St-

eele
the-

Belle
St-

eeleBelle OsiereOsiersOsier Woods.Woods. They seemed to be moving intointo-

position
inte-

rposition

into-

p08ition
into-

position
inte-

rpositionpositionp08ition across& r088 the battalion front and some80me distance bebe-

yond

be-bebe-

fond

be-

yond

be-

yond

¬-
yondfond Nonsard.Nonsardlonaard.lonaardMansardLeonard. A singles1ngle field piece , withwlth caissoncallsonAllison and outout-

rider

ou-

tride.__. rideriderc1I4--.a8c1I4.a8c1I4.a8a8, -.-was. gallopingpllopinlploppinga-rallopingp-aralleling madlymadl-IJ.limadlIJ.limadly- hither. th.\&D.th.&D.D.;\'_ _and& . _ yon.yon.}. ' q.q. . .onp4--theagsp4theagsthetasp4theags-
15 -A-AA.tDII- _the.tDII---.tDII..tDII-
15

tDII-
15

__ #samesame-

15
-'-- _ . _ . . . . _ _ . _ .__ . . _ _ _ . _ _
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flank.flank. These enemy elements did not fire on the battalion ,

"beingbeing" probably more concernedconoerned with their own safety thanthan-

with
thank-

worthy

than-

with
thank-

worthy

than-

with
thank-

worthywith ours.ours. Some tanks were intermingled with the batbat-bat-

talion
bat-

talion
bat-

talion
¬-

taliontalon and the attention of one of them was directed on thethee-

nemy.

He-

nley
thee-

nemy.

He-

nley
thee-

nemy.

He-

nleyenemy.enemy. It is not easy to get the ear of a tank crew withwith-

the
with-

held

with-

the
with-

held

with-

the
with-

heldthe tank running under battle conditions.conditions. If one dashes inin-

front
in-

fant
in-

front
in-

fant
in-

front
in-

fantfront of the tank he may be either shot or run down.down. IfIf-

one

F-

oe
If-

one

F-

oe
If-

one

F-

oeone approaches from the flank or rear and raps on the turretturret-
he

turret-
edhe is suspected of being a machine gun bullet.bullet. The tanktank-

selected
tra-

nslated
tank-

selected
tra-

nslated
tank-

selected
tra-

nslatedselected contained a lieutenant.lieutenant. He took the informationinformation-
casually

inform-
ation

information-
casually

inform-
ation

information-
casually

inform-
ationcasually and then went on in a different direction.direction. NoN-

odoubt

Kn-

ockout

N-

odoubt

Kn-

ockout

N-

odoubt

Kn-

ockoutdoubt he had a specific mission and did not intend to bebe-

diverted
b-

eadier
be-

diverted
b-

eadier
be-

diverted
b-

eadierdiverted from it by the chance of a dog fight far out onon-

a

Mo-

na

on-

a

Mo-

na

on-

a

Mo-

naa flank.flank. A request was then sent to the commanding officer ,

2d Battalion , asking that a company be sent out to protectprotect-

the
prote-

ctthe left flank of the 1st Battalion.Battalion. E Company was imim-

mediately
im-imim-

mediately
im-

mediately
¬--

mediatelymediate sent to the left and covered the remainder ofof-

the

of-

ten
of-

the

of-

ten
of-

the

of-

tenthe advance to Ncnsard.NcnsardHansard.HansardNonsard.NonsardCanardMansard. Enemy shell fire had now ceased.ceasedceased.-

The

ceas-
ed

ceased.-

The

ceas-
ed

ceased.-

The

ceas-
ed

.

The day had brightened.brightened. Visibility was good.goodgood-

.Approaching

good-

.Approaching

good-

.Approaching

.

Approaching NonsardMansard two soldiers were killed byby-

one

by-

gone

by-

one

by-

gone

by-

one

by-

goneone of our own 155-mm155mml55-mml55- shells.shells. The infantry was advancingadvanoingadvancin-
gfaster

advan-
cing

advanoin-
gfaster

advan-
cing

advancin-
gfaster

advan-
cingfaster than the artillery knew.knewknew-

.Just
kn-

ew
knew-

.Just
kn-

ew
knew-

.Just
kn-

ew
.

Just as the battalion reached the hillside of itsits-

objective
int-

oxicative
its-

objective
int-

oxicative
its-

objective
int-

oxicativeobjective a viciousvic10ul machine gun fire was directed at it fromfrom-

the
frot-

hed

from-

the
frot-

hed

from-

the
frot-

hedthe churchohurch tower in HonsardlonlardNonsardOxnardLeonardMansard, at a range of only a few hunhun-hun-

dred

hun-

dred

hun-

dred

¬-
dreddared yards.yardsJardl.JardlJared. The battalion scoutsBcoutsBouts were in the town but thethe-

adjoining
he-

adlining
the-

ad.joining

the-

adjoining
he-

adliningadjoiningad.joining. regimentregiJIent was-.. still.tilltill. far to the rear.rear. BulletsBullet.Bullet. whippedwhipped-

through
whi-

pped
whipped-

through
whi-

pped
whipped-

through
whi-

ppedthrough the massma81 of troops and lashedla.hedlahed. dustd.uetduet. sprays over aa-

considerable

c-

onsiderable
a-

oonsiderable

a-

longside
a-

considerable

c-

onsiderableconsiderableoonsiderable area.area. But only for anen instantinstantlinstantly! Nearly coinooin-ooincoin-coin-

cident
ooin-

cident
coin-

cident
coin-

cident

¬-
cidentcadent with this German fire the entirsentireenters flank burst intointo-

flame

insti-

lment

into-

flame

insti-

lment

into-

flame

insti-

lmentflame and a shower of missilesmilsiles rained upon the stone faoefacefoe ofof-

16

of-

16-16-16-16-

flank.

16-

flank

16-

flank.

16-

flank

-



the tower , most prominent object in town.town. ChiltfeChi'sChisHiltChrisChit'sChits'' and dustdust-

flew
dus-

tless
dust-

flew
dus-

tless
dust-

flew
dus-

tlessflew viciously in a whirling cloud.cloud. Under co-cocoercoder- ' er of thethe-

fire
th-

eir
the-

fire
th-

eir
the-

fire
th-

eirfire , patrols were sent in to take the lurking enemy.enemyenemy-

.Meantime

enemy-

.Meantime

enemy-

.Meantime

.

Meantime the flanking company from the support battalionbattalionr-
eached

batta-
lion

battalionr-
eached

batta-
lion

battalionr-
eached

batta-
lionreached the townt own and an ambitiousambiBambi t10us tank started one pounderponderpounder-

marksmanship

pounder-

marksmanship

pounder-

marksmanshipmarksmanship against the tower windowwindow.*. Fritz ouitquitout coldcold-

and

Scotl-

and

cold-

and

Scotl-

and

cold-

and

Scotl-

andand the patrols brought in five forlorn prisoners , one ofof-

whom

of-

whom

of-

whomwhom was retained as an industrious and efficient orderlyorderly-

for
order-

lyfor the headquarters mess , until the battalion left thethe-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tamentsalient to enter the Meuse-Argonne.MeuseArgonne.MuseArgon- . The battalion , nownow-

on

no-
on

now-

on

no-
on

now-

on

no-
onon its objective , was consolidated in depth along thethe-

NonsardLamarche

the-

NonsardLamarche

the-

NonsardLamarcheNonsard-LamarcheNonsardLamarcheMansardLamar- road.road. Fox holes were dug and outpostsoutposts-

established.
outposts-

established.
outposts-

established.established.established. The woods a kilometer to the front werewere-

reconnoitered

were-

reconnoitered

were-

reconnoiteredreconnoitered by the battalion scouts and liaisonlia.ison. was eses-

tablished
es-eses-

tablished
es-

tablished
¬-

tablishedabolished with the units on the right and left.left. On thisthis-

line
hip-

line
this-

line
hip-

line
this-

line
hip-

lineline were found newly prepared artillery emplacements andand-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ingin front of it was a wide dense belt of new wire whichwhioh hadhad-

not

han-

dout

had-

not

han-

dout
. . - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

not yet been made continuous.continuous. In NonsardMansard were a few FrenchFrenc-

hcivilians

Frenc-

hcivilians

Frenc-

hcivilianscivilians and a German canteen full of Turkish cigarettescigarettes-
and

cigarett-
esand other stores.stores. In the houses were German blankets andand-

various

au-

dacious

and-

various

au-

dacious

and-

various

au-

daciousvarious other equipment.equipment. Wordlord of these stores spread throughthrough-

the
thoug-

htthe battalion and stragglers began to prowl into the villagevillage-

to
villag-

eto pillage and loot.loot. Soon the number of these men becamebecame-

noteworthy.

became-

noteworthy.

became-

noteworthy.noteworthy.noteworthy. It was necessary to establish a heavy guard toto-

hold

to-

ehold

to-

hold

to-

ehold

to-

hold

to-

eholdhold the men in place.placeplaoe.plaoe. For'oror' more than two hours the enemyenem-

yhorizon

enem-

yhorizon

enem-

yhorizonhorizon had been blackenedblaokened bybJ thick towering massesmasse.masse. of smokesmok-

eindicating
mod-

ification
smok-

eindicating
mod-

ification
smok-

eindicating
mod-

ificationindicating that FritzWritlWrit waswa.wa. pulling out and burningburn1nc everythingeverything-

behind
everyt-

hing
everything-

behind
everyt-

hing
everything-

behind
everyt-

hingbehind him in accordanceaooordanoe with the well known ordersorder.order. of thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

Ger.an

Te-

heran
the-

German

ste-

ersmanGermanGer.anGeran. General StaffStaff.*. Patrols reported nothing of consequenceconsequence-

to
consequen-

ceto our front for a depth of at least a mile.mile. The regimentalregimental-

adjutant
regim-

ental
regimental-

ad3utant

regimental-

adjutant
regim-

entaladjutantad3utant had riddenr1dden up and he was asked why we couldn'tcouldnt' gogo-

17

go-

17-17-17-17-

the

17-

the

-



ahea.dahead. while there was no resistance and we had thethe-

advantage
the-

advantage
the-

advantageadvantage of good light in which to pierce the densedense-

woods

dead-
woods

dense-

woods

dead-
woods

dense-

woods

dead-
woodswoods ahead.ahead. He responded that the regiment wishedwished-

to
wish-

edto push on but higher headquarters were not yet ready.readyready-

.Shortly
ready-

.Shortly
ready-

.Shortly

.

Shortly thereafter a message was received that S,000S000gOOOx,000x000S,000-

Germans

S000-

Germans

gOOO-

Germans

x,000-

Germans

x000-

Germans

,

Germans were forming up somewhere to our front and toto-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oebe prepared to resist a counterattack.counterattack. We had, aa-

perfect
p-

erfect
a-

perfect
p-

erfect
a-

perfect
p-

erfectperfect position with machine guns well sited and wouldwould-

have

woul-

d've
would-

have

woul-

d've
would-

have

woul-

d'vehave welcomed the sight of an advancing mass of enemyenem-

yInfantry
deno-

minator
enem-

yinfantry
deno-

minator
enem-

yinfantry
deno-

minatorInfantry but the counterattackoounterattack did not materialize.materializematerialize.-
Subsequent

materi-
alizes

materialize.-
Subsequent

materi-
alizes

materialize.-
Subsequent

materi-
alizes

.

Subsequent inquiry developed the fact that the columns ,

reported by air service , were actually Germans but thatthat-

they

heat-

hery
that-

they

heat-

hery
that-

they

heat-

herythey were alreadyalrea.dyalrez.dyalrezdy. prisoners.prisonersprisoners.-

About

prison-
ers

prisoners.-

About

prison-
ers

prisoners.-

About

prison-
ers

.

About 2:00200: PM the divisionlvlsionallusion machine gun officerofficer-
appeared

off-
icer

officer-
appeared

off-
icer

officer-
appeared

off-
icerappeared in the battalion position.position. He remarked that itit-
would

tw-

ofold
it-

would

tw-

ofold
it-

would

tw-

ofoldwould be a good time to send out cavalry.cavalry. He was toldtold-

that
to-

ld
told-

that
to-

ld
told-

that
to-

ldthat it would have been a better time several hourshours-

earlier.
hors-

eflies
hours-

earlier.
hors-

eflies
hour-

searlier.
hor-

sefliesearlier.earlier.. He departed rearward.rearward . Shortly afterward ,

about 4:0040011.:0011.001100. :0000: PM a sorryBorryBarry looking force of the 2d CavalryCavalry-

ambled
Cav-

alry
Cavalry-

ambled
Cav-

alry
Cavalry-

ambled
Cav-

alryambled up the road and disappeared into the Bois dede-

Nonsard.

d-
emons

de-

Nonsard.

d-
emons

.

Nonsard.NonsardHonsard.HonsardMansardOxnard. Occasionally the studentstst'' IdentDententKent chatter of machinemachine-

gun

machi-
ne

machine-

gun

machi-
ne

machine-

gun

machi-
negun fire was heard in the general direction of thethe-

cavalry
he-

avily
the-

cavalry
he-

avily
the-

cavalry
he-

avilycavalry penetration.penetration. OtherwiseOtherwiee nothing happened forfor-

about

for-

ecourt

for-

about

for-

ecourt

for-

about

for-

ecourtabout an hour and then the intrepid horsemenhorlemen HopedlimpedHoped-

baok

Hop-
ed

limped-

back

limp-
ed

limped-

back

limp-
edbaokbackbook a sorry Bight.Bightsight.sight. TheirThe1r mountsmount.mount. were anatomicalanatomica-

lcuriosities
anato-

mical
anatomical-

cuz1oait1el
anatomica-

lcuriosities
anato-

micalcuriositiescuz1oait1el , containingnta1n1ngo all the known typestype8 of horsehorse-

unfit
hoa-

rsen
horse-

unfit
hoa-

rsen
horse-

unfit
hoa-

rsenunfit for militarya111tary service.service8ervice.8ervice. ( It isi8 believedbelleved that thesethese-

mounts

tene-
ments

these-

mounts

tene-
ments

these-

mounts

tene-
mentsmounts were culls reluctantlyreluotantly yieldedfielded up by our FrenchTrenchFrench-

brothers
Fre-

nch
French-

brother.
Fre-

nch
Trench-

brothers
Tre-

nchbrothersbrother.brother. in arms.armsarm.arm. . ) So far asaa leanI .nn. determine thisthis-

cavalry
eth-

ically
this-

cavalrJ
this-

cavalry
eth-

icallycavalrycavalrJ reconnaissancereconnai81ance accomplished nothing.nothing. InfantryInfantry-

stragglers
Inf-antry
Infantry-

etragglera
Inf-antry
Infantry-

stragglers
Inf-antrystragglersetragglerastraggler whosewhoe.whoewhole. curiositycuri08ity drove them to follow alongalong-

in

longi-

ngin the wake of the mounted men.enen. reported that afterafter-

IS

after-

18

afte-

r1

rafte-

rs-IS-IS-18-18-11-IS-

ahea.d

Sa-
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",

penetrating about a mile the head of the columnoolumncolumn-

was

oolumn-

was
colu-

mnwas fired into by a sniper and a trooper killed.killed. WhenWhe-

nthis

Twe-

nties

Whe-

nthis

Twe-

nties

Whe-

nthis

Twe-

ntiesthis happened the columnoolumn did a to-the-reartotherear- - movement.movementmovement.-

The

movem-
ent

.

The doughboy stragglers went ahead , killed the enemyenem-

ysniper

ene-
my

enem-

ysniper

ene-
my

enem-

ysniper

ene-
mysniper , took some souvenirs and then straggled onon-

back.

bon-

eblack

on-

back.

bon-

eblack

on-

back.

bon-

eblackback.back. The following morning the two bodies were seenseen-

as
Sere-

na

seen-

as
Sere-

na

seen-

as
Sere-

naas had been described.describeddescribed.-

About

descri-
bed

described.-

About

descri-
bed

described.-

About

descri-
bed

.

About 7:00700: PM orders were received to advanceadvance-

to
advan-

ceto a narrow guagegauge railroad , now named the DecauvilleDecupleDecauville-

RoadRoad , about three kilometers ahead and to send oneone-

company

nec-

romancy

one-

oompany

nec-

romancy

one-

company

nec-

romancycompanyoompany to cut the standard gauge railroad at Vigneulles.VigneullesVignettesVigneulles.-

As

.

As the advance entered the woods darkness fell.fell. SomeSom-

econfusion

Som-

econfusion

Som-

econfusionconfusion resulted and the balance of the night waswas-

spent
as-

sent
was-

spent
as-

sent
was-

spent
as-

sentspent in reestablishing contacts and control.control. The narnar-nardnar-

row

nar-

row

nar-

row

¬-
row gauge railroad was occupied , by two companies , about

9:00900: PM.PM. In the move forward B Company was completelycompletely-

lost
complet-

elylost and advancedadvanoed well beyond Vigneulles.VigneullesVignettes. The companycompan-

ysuffered
com-

pany
compan-

ysuffered
com-

pany, . . . _ . . . . .- -- .nn ' '' ' '' '' ''
,suffered'suffer''fid'sufferfidsuffer noi > losses10e8a8 and rejoinedrejoined.r ej oined'oinedcoinedoined'theoinedthecoined.

' thetie battalion the fol'fol-'folfol-foolfol-

lowing

'fol-

lowing

fol-

lowing

fol-

lowing

' ¬- .-

lowing afternoon.afternoon. ( September 13th.13th13th-13thC.- ) C Company waswa-

sordered

ab-
sorber

wa-

sordered

ab-
sorber

wa-

sordered

ab-
sorberordered to go forward and cutout the standard gauge railrail-railr-

oad
railr-

oad
railr-

oad
¬-

road in the vicinity of Vigneulles.VigneullesVignettes. It was pitch dark ,

there was, no opportunityopportun1ty to study maps and there werewere-

abundant

were-

abundant

were-

abundantabundant signs of an active enemy.enemy. The companyoompany advancedadvanced-

on

advanc-
edon the Noneard-LamarcheNoneardLamarcheHonsard-LamaroheHonsardLamaroheOxnardLamarNone ar d-LamardLamar- cheache hoadRoadiioadhoardIliad , the boundary between thethe-

2Sth

the-

28th

the-

28th2Sth28th and the l6th16th Infantry and allotted to the l6th16thl6th-

Infantry.

l6th-

Infantry
16th-

Infantr7.

16th-

Infantr7

16th-

Infantry
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _ _ h_ _ _ _ . _

Infantry.InfantryInfantr7.Infantr7
_ _ _ _ _ _

., As the
_ _ _ _

company started through the outpostoutpos-

tline

outp-
ost

outpos-

tline

outp-
ostline a field officer of the l6th16th Infantry halted itit-
and

vi-

and

it-

and

vi-

and

it-

and

vi-

andand asked where it was goinggoing.going.-

The

goi-
ng

going.-

The

goi-
ng

*.

The company commanderoommander stated his mission.mission. TheTh-

el6th

The-

16th

The-

16thl6th16th InfantryInfantrJInfant officer then said8a1d, "'"YouYou'You can'tcantoan'toantant' go out thisthisr-

oad.

high-

road

thisr-

oad.

high-

road

thisr-

oad.

high-

roadroad.road. It18It'sIts' in the zone of the l6th16th Infantry.InfantryInfantrr.InfantrrInfant . Ho10No oneone-

can

money-

changer

one-

can

money-

changer

one-

can

money-

changercan go ahead of our front line and not be fired on.onon-

.19

on-

19

on-

.19

on-

19

.- *'$
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The lieutenant commanding C Company responded , "YouYou" havehave-

no

hav-
enno authority over me.me. My orders are to go forward.forward. I'mIm11mI'm-

going.

Im-

going

Ing-

oing
11m-

going.

11m-

going

I'm-

going.

Im-

going

Ing-

oing
'

going.going. Fire and Toebe damned.11damned11damned.damned. " There was no shooting done.donedone.-

The

don-

ate
done.-

The

don-

ate
done.-

The

don-

ate
.

The company took up a position astride the Vigneulles-St.VigneullesSt.V1gneulles-St.V1gneullesSt.V1gneullesVignettesVigneullesSt.-

Benoit

V1gneullesSt.-

Benoit

V1gneullesSt-

Benoit

- .

BenoitBenito rloadJroadreloadoadgoad , cutting the railroadrailrorailroad d near that point , andand-

remained
ad-

renaline
and-

remained
ad-

renaline
and-

remained
ad-

renalineremained in position until relieved by the advance of thethe-

regiment
th-

erein
the-

regiment
th-

erein
the-

regiment
th-

ereinregiment the next morning.morningmorning-

.It
morni-

ng

.

It is desired to emphasize the difficulties ofof-

penetrating
o-

pener
of-

pe

Po-

pe

of-

penetrating
o-

penerpenetratingetratingdetractingpe the NonsardNonsarMansardNona and VigneullesVigneullVignettesVirginallyes Woods , and reachingreaching-

distant
reac-

hing
reaching-

distant
reac-

hing
reaching-

distant
reac-

hingdistant objectives , after complete darkness had settledsettledd-
own.

settl-
ed

settledd-
own.

settl-
ed

settledd-
own.

settl-
eddown.down. The battalion was untrained, underofficeredunderofflceredJunderachieved, hadhad-

been

ha-
dean

had-

been

ha-
dean

had-

been

ha-
deanbeen in operation for twenty one hours and had receivedreceived-

its
receiv-

edits last cooked meal twenty four hours before.before. The woodswoods-

were

wood-

sier
woods-

were

wood-

sier
woods-

were

wood-

sierwere very dense and partly swamp.swamp. There were numerousnumerou-

sbillets
nume-

rous
numerou-

sbillets
nume-

rous
numerou-

sbillets
nume-

rousbillets and obstructions.obstructions. The movement was accomolishedaccomplishedaccomolished-

in
accomplished-

in
accomplish-

edin smallswallwall columns.columns. Some resistance was encountered on thethe-

trails
the-

rmals
the-

trails
the-

rmals
the-

trails
the-

rmalstrails and resulted in enemy casualties in killed andand-

woofided.

andI-

V

an-

d- " ._ . , . . . . . . . . . " '" . . . . . . woofided.woofidedwoofedIV.. oato fi: ded.dedled.leddeed.
. - . .- . . ' - '" .

A number of prisoners were taken including aa-

German

G-

erman
a-

German

G-

erman
a-

German

G-

ermanGerman major and four lieutenants , who walked into aa-

machine

m-

achine
a-

machine

m-

achine
a-

machine

m-

achinemachine gun trap that had been posted just off of thethe-

road

He-

rod
the-

road

He-

rod
the-

road

He-

rodroad to Vigneulles.VigneullesVignettes. Four cyclist guides of companies rere-

tiring
re-rere-

tiring
re-

tiring
¬-

tiring from Mont Sec were dismounted by a pole placedplaced-

across'
placed-

across
pla-

ced
placed-

across
pla-

cedacross'acrossacross'theacrosstheacrossacrOBSacrosscarOBS
'. the road and captured.captured. Their bicycles had curiousouriouscurious-

spring
curi-

ous
ourious-

spring
curious-

spring
curi-

ousspring suspended8uspende4 rimsrim.rimrime. instead of rubber tires and oouldcouldGould bebe-

heard

be-

head
be-

heard

be-

head
be-

heard

be-

headheard for a.a. lonplongloplon ; djgtRnoft-djgtRnoftd1St&nQ8.d1StnQ8.d1StnQ8dogtrotdjgtRnoftSeveral&&naanaanada&na-

atrying

naa-

trying
ala-

rming
& -.. SeveralSeveral-Severaloook.- oookeoook.oook. were caughtcaugh-

ttrying
cau-

ght
caugh-

ttrying
cau-

ghttrying to make.ateate. a getaway on a hand oarcar on the narrow-gaugenarrowgaugenarrowgauge-

railroad.
narrowgauge-

railroad.
narrowgauge-

railroad.

-
railroad.railroad. A combat patrol from D CompanyOompany intercepted aa-

small

s-

mall
a-

small

s-

mall
a-

small

s-

mallsmall wagon train of medicalmedioalmedial supplies on the front of thethec-

ompany.

theo-

ompany.

the-

osophy

thec-

ompany.company.companyoompany.oompany. The patrol killed an officer , two noncommissionednoncommissione-

dofficers
noncommis-

sioned
noncommissione-

dofficers
noncommis-

sioned
noncommissione-

dofficers
noncommis-

sionedofficers and two men and capturedoaptured a dozen prisoners.prisonersprisoners.-

The

prison-
ers

.

:The battalionbattbatty o
_ _

scout
_ . . Jplatoona! remainedremained-outremainedout-1n.c1..out1nc1.out1nc1out; .

. . out in frontfront-

to

front-

on

front-

I

fron-

t
_. _ ._ . _ __ _ _

-to-to-II-to-

The

to-

Te

().-.



that night in the midst of German elements.elements. EverythingEverything-

was

Everythi-
ngwas in confusion and large numbers of the enemy were movingmoving-

in
movi-

ngin front of the battalion.battalion. The rumble of wagon trains waswa-

sheard

wa-

sher
wa-

sheard

wa-

sher
wa-

sheard

wa-

sherheard all night , on the main road beyond the regiment to ourour-

left.
ou-

tlet
our-

left.
ou-

tlet
our-

left.
ou-

tletleft.left.
At 3:15315: AM of SeptemberptembertremblerS 13th the 2d BattalionBattalion-

passed
Batta-

lion
Battalion-

passed
Batta-

lion
Battalion-

passed
Batta-

lionpassed through the 1stlstlast Battalion and advanced through thethe-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwoodwoods to VigneulleeV1gneullesVigneullesIgnobleVignettes , in small columns , arriving at about

7:00700: AM.AM. The 1st Battalion followed in close support.support. ThisThis-

advance

Hin-

drance
This-

advance

Hin-

drance
This-

advance

Hin-

dranceadvance was apparently quite unexpectedunexpectedJforunexpected.forunexpectedforunexpected., for steaming hothot-

food

hot-

foot

hot-

food

hot-

foot

hot-

food

hot-

footfood was found in the enemy kitchens.kitchenskitchens.-

The

kitche-
ns

.

The battalion scout platoon reached HattonvilleRatatouilleHattonville-
at

Ratatouil-
le

Hat onvll1eonvll1e-

atat 6:20620: AM and there captured five Austrian prisoners , inin-

cluding
in-inin-

cluding
in-

cluding
¬-

cludingclouding a lieutenant.lieutenant. They barely missed capturing a staffstaffa-

utomobile
staffa-

utomobile
staffa-

utomobileautomobile , firing into it as it scurried out of town.towntown.-

The

to-
wn

town.-

The

to-
wn

town.-

The

to-
wn

.

The platoon then proceeded to HattonHuttonHatton--AhatHat-tonAh-atHut-tonA-ha- fhatelhatelchattelhateel where it metme-

telements

ent-

itlements

me-

telements

ent-

itlements

me-

telements

ent-

itlementselements of the 26th Division at 7157:15:* AM and established thethe-

crest
th-

ereat
the-

crest"
the-

crest
th-

ereat
the-

crest
th-

ereatcrestcrest""* of.of'.
"f'f" ' ', ' '. .tt.tfiefienie '" 8t.8t6t.6t6t'.' .: .". MiMfcl1a1ii.el1a1iielMimic1a1ii.elRtR1a1iielRtR.,

:ei '- <iriiris-R-tRRtR-
-e%" ', w- Fs0mJrG.kJrGkJerk!.r: ...slsl..slyamslam..3a4-t3a4t! ,:;.--yamyam-.- .ee. j ka-tel-.thekatel.theh&.t.eJ..tMhteJtMha-t-eea..thhateea..ththehottestearthkatel.the-

platoon
&-.- .- . . -. . . : . . . . . . . . " . . . . . . .

platoon proceeded on to VievilleVlevilleVirileVeiled , Billy and St.St. MauriceMauriceJMaurice-

Jentering
Mau-

rice
,

entering the latter at 1:00100: PM and returned to the regiment-

with
regim-

ent
r regimente01menteimentcemente01ment-

wi

eiment-

with
cem-

entwithwi th valuable reconnaissance information.informationi.nformation.information.-

At

i.nformation.-

At

information-

al
. .

At noon on the ' 13th the rolling kitchens werewere-

driven
we-

edier
were-

driven
we-

edier
were-

driven
we-

edierdriven up , and the men had their first hot meal since thethej-

ump
rh-

eum

thej-

ump
rh-

eum

thej-

ump
rh-

eumjump off.off.
On the morning of the 13th the battalionbatta110n commanderoommandercommander-

was

oommander-

was

comman-

der

command-

eer. was Informed that 3500035,00035 *, 000 'GG'Germanserman8ermanBermans , caughtoaughtaught in the salient ,,

mightmigbt attackattaok at any timet1.et1etine. from the wooded heights south ofof-

HattonChatel.

of-

HattonChatel.

of-

HattonChatel.Hatton-Chatel.HattonChatel.HuttonChattel- . The two battalionsbattalioDs dug in side by sides1de ,

facing the interior of the salient.salientsal1ent.sal1ent. There was a splendidsplendid-

field
splen-

did
splendid-

field
splen-

did
splendid-

field
splen-

didfield of firetire , particularly for machine gunsn8 , but the inin-

formation

in-inin-

formation

in-

formation

¬-
formation was false and all labor was in vain.vain. During thethe-

day

hey-

day

the-

da

the-

ca

the-

day

hey-

daydayda)' the convergingoon..rgingoonrgingbonging.. advance of the 42d142d Division and thethe-

French

th-

erein
the-

French

th-

erein _
----

FrenchrreDchretch ColonialOolonial CorpsCorpiCorp pinchedpinohed out the 1stlet DivisionD1viioD1viiodth; -

"andand"-
and

--d-th--dthdthudothdth-
21

-

thethe-

21

;' - - " u

-21-21-21-

that

21-

that

-



troops were withdrawn to the shelter o.totojof. the BoleBois dede-

Vigneulles
d-

efenseless

de-

Vigneulles
d-

efenseless

de-

Vigneulles
d-

efenselessVigneullesVignettes
,

and BoleBois de NonsardHonsardMansardOxnard , where they occupied Ger-

man

GerGer-Ger.GearGer-

man

Ger.-

man

Ger-

man

¬-.
man shelters.shelters. The officers were luxuriously housed inin-

bungalows
i-

mbuing
in-

bungalows
i-

mbuing
in-

bungalows
i-

mbuingbungalows built for German leaders.leaders. However rest in thesethese-

buildings
these-

buildings
these-

buildingsbuildings was somewhat disturbed by the occasional drop-

ping
dropdrop-drop-

ping

drop-

ping

¬-
ping of eggs by night flying BocheBroche birds and the whinewhine-

and

Rhinel-

and

whine-

and

Rhinel-

and

whine-

and

Rhinel-

andand crash of shells from a long range German gun.gun. IsolatedIsola.tedIsolated-
groups

Isola-
ted

Isola.ted-

groups
Isola-

ted
Isolated-

groups
Isola-

ted
.

groups of the enemy were found far behind the lines forfor-

several
fo-

rever
for-

several
fo-

reverseveral days after the conclusion of the attack.attack. AllAll-
ji

All-
is

All-
of

Alo-
of

All-

kindsAsupplies
jiofji-

kinds
ji-

llions
o-

fkindsAsupplieskindskindsAsuppliessupplies and equipment were found in these woodedwooded-

areas.
wooden-

wares

wooded-

areas.

wooden-

wares

wooded-

areas.

wooden-

waresareas.areas. Men in the battalion formed a band , using capturedcaptured-

musical
capt-

ured
captured-

musical
capt-

ured
captured-

musical
capt-

uredmusical instruments.instrumentsinstruments.-

The

instrume-
nts

.

The division was re-equippedreequipped- and rested in thisthis-

area.
tia-

ra
this-

area.
tia-

ra
this-

area.
tia-

raarea.area. Results had oeenbeenomen gratifying.gratifyingEratifylng.EratifylngRatifying. The division hadhad-

advanced

had-

advanced

had-

advancedadvanced lA14 kilometers in 19 hours and some of its elementselements-

had
eleme-

nts
el ementcement ss-

hadhad advanced 19 kilometers in 32 hours.hours. Among the spoilsspoils-

of
spoi-

lsof war werewere.were-6were6.-. 6 officers , 1190 men , 30 guns , 50 machine guns ,

. *" . . . . . . . . , . .andand.and
,

QuantitiesQuantt.1esQuantt1esQ ant.t.anttant, .,. .1es1es. :, of *tQ.xe.tQxestpxetaxedstapes*: . : ,. ? .._,,,..._ The losses werwearwexswes1.e1e:,.*. three officers.-
and

office-
rs

officers.officersofficsrs.officsrsoff1 Q.er.e.QereEre., . . .

and ninety men killed , 10 officers and 4-31431431.3131.- men wounded,5wounded5woundedJ5wounded.woundedwoundedJ5-

men

,. 55-

First(33)33( ) FirstFirst-
Division

men mi8Singmissing and five men caPtured-caPturedcaptured.caPtured(33)caPtured33-. (33)33( ) The First BattalionBattalio-
np

Battalion-
had

Battali-
on

Battalion-
Division Batta-lionDivisionDivision ',p 166168169 had suffered a total of about thirty casualties , includingincluding-

three
includ-

ing
including-

three
includ-

ingthree killed.killed. One of these latter was 2d Lieutenant FrankFrank-

A.

Fran-
kA.A. Howe , a gallant young officer , newly arrived from thethe-

training
eth-

erizing
the-

training
eth-

erizing
the-

training
eth-

erizingtraining campsoampsamps of the United States.StatesStates.R-

ESUME

Sta-
tes

states.R-

ISUMI
sta-

tes
States.R-

EsUMIC

Sta-
tes

.

RESUMERISUMIREsUMICPRISMResubmitRESUM-

EAttention

RISUM-

IAttention
Triu-

mvirate
REsUM-

ICAttentionAttention is invited to the peculiar problems ofof-

thebattal1oD
of-

a1xOn.-the---battal1oDthebattal1oD--** - --battalion commanderco..andercoandercolander.. in thisthiethief operationoperatio"operatioa1-xOna1xOnaxon- " andanaan-

ations

ag-

nation

to the ac-acac-

tions

ac-

t10ns

-
tionst10nsions taken in their solution.solutionlolut1on.lolut1on. The status8tatus of trainingtraining-
was

traini-
ngwas particularly unsatisfactoryUDsatisfactoryDissatisfactory and time and facilitiesfao1litiesfacilities-
were

fao1lities-
were

facilit-
ieswere obviously inadequateinaddquate to remedyremedJpremed it.it. The battalion waswa-

sunderofficered.

wa-

sunderoff1cered.

wa-

sunderoff1cered

wa-

sunderofficered.under-officered.underofficered.under-off1cered.underoff1cered.off1cered.off1ceredofficered- . The morale of the troops was low but im-imim-

Sfc.

I-

MF

im-

22

-

. '
. . . - -------- -. . - --- - - --- -. - ---- - - - -- ---' --Sfc.Sfc.-22--22SC-22-

troops

-



proved as thetLetale operationoperdoper tionion progressed.progressed. All tactical probprob-prob.probeprob-

lems

prob-

lems

prob-

.l

proble-

m

¬-.
lemslensl ems were solved effectively and in a minimum of time.timetime.-

These

trim-

esters

time.-

These

trim-

esters

time.-

These

trim-

esters

.

These included , envelopment of the enemy in the 4KmrtQuart4Kmrt-

en

Quart-

en

Qua-
rten Reserve by A Company , passage of the lines andand-

transference
and-

transference
and-

transferencetransference of the battalion from thethe.th . support to thethe-

assault
he-

adsail
the-

assault
he-

adsail
the-

assault
he-

adsailassault echelon , reorganization on the first day'sdays' obob-

jective
ob-obob-

jeotive
ob-

jective
ob-

jective
¬-

jectivejeotiveejectiveemotive ,
, and the night advance tot o the DecauvilleDecauvl11eDecupleDecauvDecatur it l e Road ,

through formidable woods.woods. The special operationoperatlon of thethe-

company

Et-
hiopian

the-

company

Et-
hiopian

the-

company

Et-
hiopiancompany , ordered forward to cut the standard gauge railra.il-ra.ilrail-railr-

oad
ra.il-

road

railr-

oad
railr-

oad
. ¬-

road was successfully carried out.out. Finally the batbat-bat-

talion
bat-

talion
bat-

talion
¬-

taliontalon scout platoon , under the capable leadership ofof-

sergeant
o-

bservant

of-

sergeant
o-

bservant

of-

sergeant
o-

bservantsergeant , later Lieutenant Joe HurdHurdy , wrote one of thethe-

most

the-

rmos

the-

most

the-

rmos

the-

most

the-

rmosmost brilliant pages in the history of the regiment.regimentregiment-

.Cooperation

regiment-

.Cooperation

regiment-

.Cooperation

.

Cooperation and coordination with adjacentadjacent-

regiments
adja-

cent
adjacent-

regiments
adja-

cent
adjacent-

regiments
adja-

centregiments was poor.poor. There were several clashes with thethe-

l6th
the-

16th

the-

16thl6th16th Infantry , one of which has been , related.related. There waswa-

sfriction
abs-

trictions
wa-

sfriction
abs-

trictions
wa-

sfriction
abs-

trictionsfriction withw1tn the Stn2ThStan2 h InfantryInf"antrylhftntry" which culminated in somesom-

equestionable

som-

equestionable
- . . " . , .

questionable reportsrep rt's'rtsarts' ' made'made' by that regiment.regiment.,,, "' ' AsIsAe anan"'after-an"'afteranafteramateuran"'after-

math

anafter-
math

anathe-
ma

"' of'after-afterafter-
math

t er-erer-

math

em-

pathy

--
"" : )

" >

.I.I., .
math tot o these occurrencesocourrences the commanding officeroffioerofficer*

of thethe-

leading
he-

eding
the-

leading
he-

eding
. ,

I

. . *? ifJI * . battalions of the l6th16th and 26thleading Infantry , duringduring-

the
duri-

ng
:/, the night of September 12th and 13th , and the commandingcommandin-

gofficer
comma-

nding
commandin-

goffioer
comma-

nding
commandin-

gofficer
comma-

ndingofficeroffioer , 26th Infantry , were relieved of their commands ,

directly after the operationoperat1on was concludedconcluded.concluded.A-

NALYSIS
concl-

uded
concluded.A-

NALYSIS
concl-

uded
*.

ANALYSIS ANDAID CRITICISMCRITIOISMCRITICIS-

MIt

CRITIOIS-

MIt

Criticis-
mIt is unfortunate that the original plan ofof-

attack
fa-

tback
of-

attack
fa-

tback
of-

attack
fa-

tbackattack at St.St. MihielI1hlelMichel hadbad to be revised, by the directdirect-

order
dire-

ctor
direct-

order
dire-

ctor
direct-

order
dire-

ctororder of MarshalKarahalKara FochlochOuch , who had tactfullytaotfully yielded to thethe-

demands

hea-

dbands
the-

demand.

he-

adman

the-

demands

hea-

dbandsdemandsdemand.demand. of GeneralGeneral.HaigGeneralHaigGeneralship. Haig.HailHailHag, that all Allied forcesforcelforce combinecombine-

in
combini-

ngin a convergingoonverging , coordinatedooordinated attack on about OctoberOotober 1 ,

(31)31( ) Johnson , 191S.191S1918.1918191g.191g. (31)31( ) This changeohange subordinatedlubordinated the attack to thethe-
P

th-
ePpJOJO303O ..

Meuse-ArgonneMeuseArgonneMuseJargoned- Offensive and nullified any opportunity ofof-

23

of-

23-23-23-23.-

I.

23-

I

23-

proved

-



(31)31( ) PershingPerishing & exploiting the successes gained.gained. (31)31( ) Marshal FochOuchFoc-
hrigidly

Fort-

hrightly
Foc-

hrigidly
Fort-

hrightly
Foch-

LiggettLiggettLeggettLiggettLeggett ,
p 16 rigidly held the American advance to phase line obob-

jectives
ob-obob-

j
o-

b

¬-
(32)32( ) Johnson , jectivesectivesjettiesactivesj , (32)32( ) and it is obviousob"iousobious,," thattha.t. this dictum rere-

sulted
re-rere-

sulted
re-

p
¬-

P 96
sultedsuitedsilted in an inelasticity of tactical form which perper-per-

mitted
per-

mitted
per-

mitted
¬-

mittedemitted the enemy to make a leisurely escape from aa-

most

a-

lmost

a-

most

a-

lmost

a-

most

a-

lmostmost embarrassing situation.situation. Front line battalionsbattalions-
were

battali-
onswere held back until the German forces were free fromfrom-

peril
ro-

mper
from-

peril
ro-

mper
from-

peril
ro-

mperperil , even though their leaders pleaded for orders toto-

advance.

to-

advance.

to-

advance.advance.advance. It is impossible to penetrate the maze ofof-

political
to-

pological
of-

political
to-

pological
of-

political
to-

pologicalpolitical intrigue out of which emerged the largerlarger-
decisions

larger-
decisions

larger-
decisionsdecisions of the war.war. However itft is doubtful if thethe-

Allied
hea-

dlined
the-

Allied
hea-

dlined
the-

Allied
hea-

dlinedAllied leaders would have relished the gaining of aa-

stupendous

s-

tupendous
a-

stupendous

s-

tupendous
a-

stupendous

s-

tupendousstupendous victory by inexperienced American troops andand-

the
anth-

em
and-

the
anth-

em
and-

the
anth-

emthe future historical comparison of this victory withwith-

their
twi-

tter
with-

their
twi-

tter
with-

their
twi-

ttertheir own four years of fruitless effort.effort. It was farfar-

better
fr-

etter
far-

better
fr-

etter
far-

better
fr-

etterbetter tot o fight a grand coordinated battle in which allall-

art1cipants
all-

participants
al-

lopathic. .participantsparticipantsart1cipants. mightlight
' , .
i

, " ht ,divide
.

.
. '. . . . . , - . . .

the
. . . . ... . . .. . . .glory

. . .. .of
. . ..' .. , '

a
" . .

final
. . . . . . ..

victory.victoryvictory.-

Mass

victo-ry
victory.-

Mass

victo-ry . ..--- . .., . - -- -
.
- -- . . ." . .

Mass mental processes must be given consideraconsidera-considerconsidera-

tion
considera-

tion

¬-
tionion in a study of the operation.operation. In any war we are aptapt-

to

Map-

uto

aapt-

to

Map-

uto

tt-
to

t-

oto over estimate the prowess of the foe and unwarrantedunwarrantedr-

umor
unwarra-

ntedrumor willw11l often have weight in the making of decisions.decisionsdecisions.-

Our

decisio-
ns

.

Our army had long studied and emulated that of Germany.GermanyGermany.-

We

Germany-

.Ie

Germa-
ny

.

WeIe entered the war filled with respect for and awe ofof-

her

go-

fer
of-

her

go-

fer
of-

her

go-

ferher magnificent military machine.machine. It might be said thatthat-

we

thaw-

ed

that-

we

thaw-

ed

that-

we

thaw-

edwe expected to meet a ruthless , nearly invulnerableinvulnerable-

antagonist
invuln-

erable
invulnerable-

antagoni8t
invulnerable-

antagonist
invuln-

erableantagonistantagoni8t who drank blood and spitap1t fire.fire. By11 midsummerm1dsUIIDermidsumme-

rof

m1dsUIIDe-

rof

midsumm-

erof 191S19181919 we had caused thisth18 super-individualsuperindividual8uper-individual8uper- , to drinkdr1nkdrink-

fire
drum-

fire
dr1n-

kfire

drink-

fire
drum-

firefire and spit blood but eveneyeneye yet we were loath to foregoforego-

the

foregat-

herthe convictionoonv1otion that the German would not do something80methingsomethin-

g2

80mething-

24-2-2-24-24-24-
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2-
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2-
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2-
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dreadful to us if he hadhad.. the chance.chance. The dread of GermanGerma-

ncounterattack
Germa-

ncounte
Ger-

manic
Germa-

ncounterattackcounterattackcountecounted attack on September 12th and 13th is evidence ofof-

this.

O-

tis
of-

this.

O-

tis
of-

this.

O-

tisthis.this. Our true objective was the German Army , yet , withwith-

odds

with-

holds

with-

odds

with-

holds

with-

odds

with-

holdsodds in our favor , we doubted our abilities to meet thethe-

rush
thr-

ush
the-

rush
thr-

ush
the-

rush
thr-

ushrush of a surprised foe.foe. This psychosis may have hadhad-

something
ha-

ndsomest

had-

something
ha-

ndsomest

had-

something
ha-

ndsomestsomething to do with the long delay in advanceadv8.nceadv8nce. on thethe-

afternoon
the-

atergoing
the-

afternoon
the-

atergoing
the-

afternoon
the-

atergoingafternoon of September 12th , when every battle sign criedcried-

out
cre-

do
cried-

out
cre-

do
cried-

out
cre-

doout that a great victory was within our grasp.graspgrasp.-

Another

grea-
sepaint

grasp.-

Another

grea-
sepaint

grasp.-

Another

grea-
sepaint

.

Another adverse factor was the inertia thatthat-

resulted
th-

eatres
that-

resulted
th-

eatres
that-

resulted
th-

eatresresulted from impregnation with the doctrines of trenchtrench-

warfare.
tren-

cher
trench-

warfare.
tren-

cher
trench-

warfare.
tren-

cherwarfare.warfare. Limited objectives and phase lines had beenbeen-

so

Bens-

onso long the rule that when the golden opportunity of aa-

break

b-

reak
a-

break

b-

reak
a-

break

b-

reakbreak through came and the swift unhampered movementsmovements-

of

movemen-

tsof open warfare were in order the staffs of higher comcom-com-

mands

com-

mands

com-

mands

¬-
mandsands were too slow to act.act. TacticalTa.ctica1Tactica1. opportunities areare-

the
arre-

sted

are-

the
arre-

sted

are-

the
arre-

stedthe exception and when they arise the leaders of minormino-

runits
misc-

ounts
mino-

runits

misc-
ounts.. ... ...- . - .... - " " " . , . . . " . , , . .

'

.YA1YA1.,unitsts wustmustwest.stst.
be free to seize them andMd wring from them-the-themthethetheteethethemthe-

last
henothe-

istic
thethemthe-

last
henothe-

istic

-. .-the-the-the-

last
th-

eist
-

-' ' '

last pepenny of theirel
" ;worthworth.worth-

.phase

wo-
rth

'
*.:

" "

'ThTh
'

Thiss-1s1-US:"

cannott't' "

dod
:

ifif boboundpoundd byby-

phase

by-

passed

byby-

phase

by-

passed

by-

The

by-

Te
phase line objectives.objectivesobjectives.-

The

objectiv-
es

.

The initial success was not exploited.exploited. ArmyArmy-

and

Ary-

an
Army-

and

Ary-

an
Army-

and

Ary-

anand corps staffstafstaffs* seem to have been slow to grasp the factfact-

that
fath-

ead
fact-

that
fath-

ead
fact-

that
fath-

eadthat the bulk of the garrison of the salient lay withinwithin-

the
with-

in
within-

the
with-

in
within-

the
with-

inthe hollow of their hands.hands. There were forebodingsforebod1ng for thethe-

integrity
S-

teiner
the-

integrity
S-

teiner
the-

integrity
S-

teinerintegrity of the front lines11nes in the event of enemy countercounter-counter-

attack.

counter-

attack
counter-

attack.

counter-

attack
counter-

attack.

counter-

attack

¬-
attack.attack. What ofot the reservesreserves'?' The!he situation on thethe-

front
the-

reon
the-

front
the-

reon
the-

front
the-

reonfront was well.1111.. in hand and the strength was two batbat-bat-

talions
bat-

talions
bat-

talions
¬-

talionstalons deep , eager for a clash.clash. The road from Nonsardlon8ardMansardNonsard-

to
lon8ard-

to
Nonstart-

erto VigneullesV1gneul1esVignettes lay open and distinctdi8tinct and at twelve noonnoon-

of
noo-

n
noon-

of
noo-

n
noon-

of
noo-

nof September 12th a squad could have inarchedmarohedmarchedpinnacled along it toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe forest edge lookinglooting out upon Vigneulles.VigneullesVignettes. It was atat-

25

at-

25-25-25-25-

dreadful

25-

dreadful

-



this hour that the German commander issued the order for
(33)33( ) von GiehrlGiver the evacuation of the salient.salient. (33)33( ) It will be rememberedremembere-

dthat
remembe-

redthat the salient was only 22 kilometers deep at its apex.apexapex.-

The

ap-
ex

apex.-

The

ap-
ex

apex.-

The

ap-
ex

.

The most seriously threatened German troops were less thanthan-

five
taf-

fies
than-

five
taf-

fies
than-

five
taf-

fiesfive hours march from safety and had good@Pod@ roads toto-

march

st-

omach

to-

march

st-

omach

to-

march

st-

omachmarch on.on. To close the bag necessitated an immediateimmediate-

advance.
imme-

diate
immediate-

advance.
imme-

diate
immediate-

advance.
imme-

diateadvance.advance. At this crucial time the left of the IVthItch CorpsCorps-

was

Corp-

seswas held in position for seven hours.hours. There was anan-

abundance

an-

abundance

an-

abundanceabundance of reserves.reserves. The First Division had threethree-

reserve
the-

atres
three-

reserve
the-

atres
three-

reserve
the-

atresreserve battalions and behind the First Division was thethe-

Third
tet-

chier
the-

Third
tet-

chier
the-

Third
tet-

chierThird Division.Division. One battalion from all this mass couldcould-

have
coul-

d've
could-

have
coul-

d've
could-

have
coul-

d'vehave taken VigneullesVignettes by 33:00300: 00 PM and doubled the numbernumber-

of
numb-

erof prisonerspr1p.onerspr1poners. and increased the amount of stores takentaken-

in
take-

nin the operation.operation. To have done so would not have been atat-

variance
B-

avarian
at-

varianoe
B-

avarian
at-

variance
B-

avarianvariancevarianoe with Marshal Foch'sFochsFochlsLochsFoothills' orders.ordersorders.-

The

orde-
rs

orders.-

The

orde-
rs

orders.-

The

orde-
rs

.

The mechanics of the operation were excellent.excellentexcellent.-

Troops
excel-

lent
S.S-

Troops

S-

trops
, . " ' " . . , ' . . .. . . . . . . . '

Troops showed a high enough degree of training to carrycar.-ycar.y.-,carcarry-

out

car =yy-

out

y-

outhout any maneuver that they were called upon to do.do. WeaponsWeapons-

were

Weap-
onswere skillfully used , particularly the howitzer platoonplatoon-

weapons.

plat-
oon

platoon-

weapons.

plat-
oon

platoon-

weapons.

plat-
oonweapons.weapons. In the fight at the Quart4uart en Reserve they werewere-

the
writ-

he
were-

the
writ-

he
were-

the
writ-

hethe deciding factors and the Stokes1Stokes'Stokes' mortars , in parpar-par-

ticular
par-

ticular
par-

ticular
¬-

ticulartitular , were chiefly instrumental in causing the surrendersurrender-

of
surrend-

erof 85 prisoners.prisoners. However at the passage of lines it waswa-

sdiscovered

wa-

sdisoovered

wa-

sdiscovereddiscovereddisoovered that the ammunition&mmUD1t1onmmUD1t1on& of these weaponsweapoD.weapoDweapon. had beenbeen'been-

exhausted

been'-

exhausted

been-

exhausted

been-

exhausted

'

exhausted making them of no further value in the attackattack.attack.-

The

atta-
ck

*.
. --- - -- -- - - -

The chain of commandoO-.aDdoO.aDdaDd-. was poor.poor. The specializedspecialized-

staff
speciali-

zedstaff waswalwail unknown in units below the division.division. JuniorJuniorc-

ommanders

Juniorc-

ommanders

Juniorc-

ommanderscommanders did notDot fully graepgraspgrape the significancesign1ficance of thethe-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orizationoperation , beyond the faotfactfagot that it should develop intointo-

a
int-

oa good scrap , and senioraenior commanderBcommander.commandercommanders. were not forward inin-

control

un-

controlled

in-

control

un-

controlled

in-

control

un-

controlledcontrol of theh.h. operations.operations. Neitherleithereither regimental norDorDoor brigadebrigade-

26-26-26-26-

this

26-

this

-



commanders were seen In the battalionba.tta11onbatta11on. area at anya.ny. timetime-

during
imm-

uring
time-

during
imm-

uring
time-

during
imm-

uringduringduring-duringtheduring*- the ilret1rstfirstfilet!' day.day. The regiment fought as batbat-bat-

talions
bat-

talions
bat-

talions
¬-

talionstalons , as at SoissoneSoissonsPoissonOrisons , and was only held together byby-

the
b-

yte
by-

the
b-

yte
by-

the
b-

ytethe personal efforts of its adjutant.adjutanta.djutant.. . Wire communicacommunica-communicantcommunic-

ations

communic-

ations

communic-

ations

¬-
tionsions failed to function as did all other mechanicalmechanical-

means.

mechan-
icalmeans.means. Runners proved equal to all demands of the operaopera-opera-

tion.

opera-

tion
opera-

tion.

opera-

tion
opera-

tion.

opera-

tion
¬-

tion.tionion.

LESSONSLESSONS-

The

Lesso-
nsThe St.St. MiMihielMichelhi el Operation evidences the viola.-viola.violaviole.-viole.voileviola-

.tion
viola-

tion
viola-

tion
viole-

.tion
viola-

tion
.-

tionion, to some degree , of nearly all the basic tacticaltactical-
principles.

tac-
tical

tactical-
principles.

tac-
tical

tactical-
principles.

tac-
ticalprinciples.principles. This is to be expected under the circumstances.circumstancesclrcumsta.nces.clrcumstancescircumstances.-

The

clrcumsta.nces.-

The

circumstan-
ces

. .

The original plan of attack was changed shortly beforebefore-

the
beforet-

ime

before-

the
beforet-

ime

before-

the
beforet-

imethe attack took place.place. Changes in plan are generallygenerally-

unfortunate
gen-

erally
generally-

unfortunate
gen-

erally
generally-

unfortunate
gen-

erallyunfortunate , particularly when they do not improve thethe-

original
the-

orizing
the-

original
the-

orizing
the-

original
the-

orizingoriginal plan.plan. Then too , our army was green.green. It hadhad-

sprung

han-

dspring

had-

sprung

han-

dspring

had-

sprung

han-

dspringsprung into oeingbeingBoeing overnight.overnight. We were unfamiliar with thethe-

staff
th-

eta
the-

staff
th-

eta
the-

staff
th-

etastaff work involved in a war of the first magnitude andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

h
an-

d
and-

had

hand-

held
" ' , . ... . .. . . . .. ..... ... .-.. .-.... . . . . . , .. . . ._ . .. " - " . " - .

-hhhad; . fari'i'

toot; -
'small; ii a groupgratip'gratipgroupgratingratip''of'gratipofratio' 'of'of'

of
'

officersoffioeofficefff'fff' - r'srs±'s trained'TntrainedTntrainedtra1ritrained'cr"rcrrCarr' ' "in ' staff"staffst8f'fr.st8ffr.st8ffrstaff"-
duties.

staffd-

uties
staf-

fed
stafstaffstaf-

duties.
saf-

eties
: ' ". .

duties.duties. If we had been even more advanced we would stillstillh-

ave
till-

age
stillh-

ave
till-

age
stillh-

ave
till-

agehave violated most of the principlesprinc1ples most of the time.timetime.-

The
ti-

me
time.-

The
ti-

me
time.-

The
ti-

me
.

The German Army , than which none greater has ever beenbeen-

assembled

been-

assembled

been-

assembledassembled , constantly violated basic tacticaltaotical principlesprinoiples ,

as did also the French and the British.BritishBritish.-

The

Briti-
sh

.

The principle of the objectiveob ect1ve was violatedviolated-
when

viola-
ted

violated-
when

viola-
ted

violated-
when

viola-
tedwhen we failed to make our objectiveobjob eotieroticeoti8\88\' the enemy army.armyarmy.-

The
ar-

my
armarmy.-

The
ar-

my
)' .

The!he operation was governed by phasepha8e lines.lines. Because ofof-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

ten
of-

pnas

o-

palsthe phasepna8.pna8pnaspase. line11Deaa we lostloetlet contactggutactgustative andaDd withw1'hw1h' loss10.10.. of contactDtaetTeatcontact-

our

contrac-

tor
CM"M"M"-

our

M-

our

Am-

our

Dtaet-

our

Detec-

torour objectiveobjob eot1 VI vanished into tfeifethtiPfeifferthat'thtthtthat' l'l'- air.air. When contact waswas-

again

mas-

saging

was-

again

mas-

saging

was-

again

mas-

sagingagain gained the enemyem.em.., badhad reorganized.reorganizedreorganized.-

The

reorganiz-
ed

.

The principle of the offensive waswa.wa. violated whenwhen-

we

when-

ce
when-

we

when-

ce
when-

we

when-

cewe ceasedcealedcalled to be continuouslycont1DuouIl, aggressive.aggressiveaggre8.ive.aggre8ive.aggre8ive. . Fromrromrom the armyarmy-

viewpoint

armarmy-

viewpoint

,
viewpointy1ewpo1nt wewerwearmay-rr- have maintainedaa1nta1ned.aa1nta1nedaaintalned. the offensiveoffenslve but itit-

O

1 tt-
27. --. . * . . . . . .

- - --- - -- - -- --------- - --- --- - - -- ----- O
. .--- - - - ---27--27-27--27-

commanders

27-

commanders
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hardly seemed so to battalion commanders who were heldheld-

for
he-

ld
held-

for
he-

ld
held-

for
he-

ldfor seven hours in a position ready for further advance.advanceadvance.-

The

advan-
ce

advance.-

The

advan-
ce

.

The principle of mass was violated.violated. We had aa-

preponderance

p-

reponderance
a-

preponderance

p-

reponderance
a-

preponderance

p-

reponderancepreponderance of numbers and should have used reserves toto-

exploit
t-

eapot
to-

exploit
t-

eapot
to-

exploit
t-

eapotexploit our initial successes.successes. It is1s believed that greatergreater-

results
gre-

ater
greater-

results
gre-

ater
greater-

results
gre-

aterresults could have been gained from ourOUXOX mass if the northernnorthern-

attack
north-

ern
northern-

attack
north-

ern
northern-

attack
north-

ernattack hadbad been stronger.strongerstronger.-

The

strong-
er

.

The principle of economy of force was ignored.ignored. WeW-

eattacked

R-

eattached

W-

eattacked

R-

eattached

W-

eattacked

R-

eattachedattacked in dense vulnerable masses acrossacrosearose generally openopen-

ground.

open-

ground.

open-

ground.ground.ground. Roads were congested with an interlocked heterogen-heterogenestrogenheterogen-

ious
heterogen-

eous

-
ious welter of motor and horse-drawnhorsedrawn- vehicles.vehicles. There waswas-

no

w-
an

was-

no

w-
an

was-

no

w-
anno road disciplinedisoipline and military police detailed as traffictraffic-
regulators

traffic-
regulators

traffic-
regulatorsregulators were ignoredignored.,. ifI f the enemy had contemplated aa-

stubborn

s-

tubborn
a-

stubborn

s-

tubborn
a-

stubborn

s-

tubbornstubborn defense , with his normal strength of emplacedemplacesemplace-

dartillery
emplace-

dartillery
emplace-

dartilleryartillery , our losses would have been disproportionate toto-

results
T-

orres
to-

results
T-

orres
to-

results
T-

orresresults gained.gained. A few attack or bombardmentbombarwnent aircraft wouldwould-

have

woul-

d've
would-

have

woul-

d've
would-

have

woul-

d'vehave caused havoc.havoc. In a battle of maneuver we did not applyapply-

the

app-
ly

apply-

the

app-
ly. the methods of maneuver: er butbu.bu

. . ._threw
.

ew a , serieseeJ..1.J1.J1." .
, .es,a of..dense-wavesof..densewaveso.wQ.enBe.owQenBeof-denofdenOwen!.-.. . , ez-ezezwavesreweaves.--. waves. v'es"vesYves' ,",

. . . . . . . _ . w.w. ' _ _ ,- , , . _ . . . . - . . . . . , . -- .

mechanicallymechanioally regulated by a time scheduleschedule,) across a terrainterrain-
peculiarly

terrain-
peculiarly

terrain-
peculiarlypeculiarly suited for successfulsuocessful defense by numericallynumericall-
yinferior

numeri-
cally

numericall-
yinferior

numeri-
cally

numericall-
yinferior

numeri-
callyinferior forces.forcesforces.-

The

fores-
ted

forces.-

The

fores-
ted

forces.-

The

fores-
ted

.

The principle of movement was poorly applied.appliedapplied.-

Troops
appl-

ied
applied.-

Troops
appl-

ied
applied.-

Troops
appl-

ied
.

Troops were held back at the most favorable times for adad-ad.ad-

vance.

ad-

vance

ad-

vance.

ad-

vance

ad.-

vance.

ad-

vance

¬-.
vance.vance. Forward displacement of artillery and supplies waswa-

sfar

wa-

fer
wa-

sfar

wa-

fer
wa-

sfar

wa-

ferfar too slowslow.slow.-

The

loat-

he
*.

The!he principleprinoiple of surprise was initially splendidlysplendidly-
applied.

splend-
idly

splendidly-
applied.

splend-
idly

splendidly-
applied.

splend-
idlyapplied.applied. However the advantages gained were notDot utilizedutilized-
and

utiliz-
ed

'

_ __ "

and surprisesurpri.esurprie. was lostloatbloat as the operation progressed.progressedprogresse4.progresse4progressed.-

The

progresse4-

.he
progresse-

4he

progress-
ed

.

The!he principle of secutity.ecU1tJecU1tJsecurity. % wasW&8W8& generally adhered to.toto-

.Security

to-

.Secur1tJ

to-

Secur1tJ

to.-
J

t-
o

to-

.Security

.
J

SecuritySecur1tJ used was adequate for the situation.situation. It mighta1ght havebavebravebave-

been
bal-

een
have-

been
ha-

ve
have-

been
ha-

vebeen inadequate had the enemyen..yenydeny.. been moreaoreadore aggressive.aggressiveaggressive.-

The

aggressi-
ve

.

The plan was simple and workable.workable. It is18 unfortunatounfortunatfunfortunateunfortunato-

that
unfortunate-

that
unfortun-

ate
)

that10bat it functionedfUDOt10n tteougjijitteougjiji2-
S

throughoughHough* UlI1ngtiming rratherth.rthrthru. tJla'ltJlalJill: '
. . - .------ . . . . . . . . - . - .- . ' - - - . - . . . - - _; cont8.cont8. t.tt.-

28
t-

28
.

-------- - --- - --
-2S-2S-2828-2S-

hardly
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Cooperation was poor.poor. Adjacent units thoughtthought-

only
Hough-

ton
thought-

only
Hough-

ton
thought-

only
Hough-

tononly of themselves.themselves . There was no inclination to assistassist-
mutually

as-
sist

assist-
mutually

as-
sist

assist-
mutually

as-
sistmutually in the pressing of the attack.attackattack.Q-

UESTIONS

attack.Q-

UESTIONS

attack.Q-

UESTIONS

.

QUESTIONS

1.1. What was the mission of the First Division?

Answer : To advance within its zone , protecting itsitso-

wn
dis-

own

itso-

wn
dis-

own

itso-

wn
dis-

ownown flank and that of the southern force.force.

2.2. What was the plan of the First Division ?

Answer : To advance with regiments abreast , in columncolumn-

of
colu-

mnof battalions.battalions. To have the left regiment extend alongalong-

the
elong-

ate
along-

the
elong-

ate
along-

the
elong-

atethe division left flank to protect the left of the army.army.

3.3. What dominating , isolated terrain featurefeature-

threatened
feature-

threatened
feature-

threatenedthreatened the division left ?

Answer : Mont Sec.Sec.

4.4*4.4*- . What town was the key to the salient ?

Answer : Vigneulles.VigneullesVignettes.

" . _ .
5.52.2.

.
. .

What
. .
important?:r.r

. . .
.G.G.German.G.r

.
r n .0101.

cityty .ll.layf.f. . . . .near;. thet . . salient ?
.

Answer : Metz.MetzlIetz.lIetzMetblitz.

6.6. Did the Germans intend a stubborn defense of thethe-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tament
the-

salient
tes-

tamentsalient ?

Answer : No.NoHo.Ho.

7.7. Was the attack highly centralized or was it dede-

centralized
de-dede-

c

de-

centralized
¬-

centralizedentral1zedc ?

Answer : Highly centralized.centralizedcentralized.-
S.

centralize-
d

.

S.S8.86.6. Was the principle of surprise effectively used ?

Answer : Tee.TeeYel.YelYes.YesYell. Initially.InitiallyIniMini t1ally.t1ally.
_ . _ _ . _ _ _ q_ _ _ _ ___ _ .. . _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ . _____ _. __

99.9*. faslasWasfads there a preliminarypre11m1 ar1 bombardment or did thethe-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

artillery
h-

eartilyartillery fire start at zero hour?!

AnswerAn..erAnerAnger.. : Preliminary bombardment.bombardmentbombarciment.bombarciment ..,

10.10. What two important rivers crossed the salientlalient'lalientlalient'-
An..er

lalient-
Aner

Valen-
tine

?'
AnswerAn..erAnerAnger.. : UeuselIeuleMeuseQueuelieuMuse and Moselle.MoselleRoselleMoselle.-

29

Moselle-

29

.

-29-29-29-
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Cooperation
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